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BISHOP’S EASTER MESSAGE 2015
According to the well-known rhyme,
“Two men looked out from prison bars,
one saw mud, the other stars”.
It all depends on whether you look up or look down.
The second reading of Mass on Easter Sunday urged us to look upwards:
“Since you have been brought back to true life with Christ, you must look
for the things that are in heaven, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand
of God”. (Col.3:1)

Most Rev. Leo O’Reilly
Bishop of Kilmore

The reason we celebrate at Easter is not just because Christ rose from the
dead in the distant past, but that we share in his resurrection. As
Christians, we already share in the new life of Christ and we look forward
in hope to sharing the fullness of Christ's life in heaven. As risen people
we look upwards; we have hope.

We certainly need hope. In recent months world news has told us of wars and injustice, of
unspeakable barbarities committed against people for no other reason than their Christian faith.
Closer to home we are aware of families touched by the sudden death of a loved one and by other
heart-breaking tragedies. We think of friends burdened by serious illness, of others still suffering the
effects of crimes committed against them in the past. In a time of austerity many still struggle to make
ends meet. For a lot of people it is hard to find reasons to hope.
Our faith in the resurrection of Jesus offers us the hope that Christ has overcome the power of evil and
even death itself through his own passion, death and resurrection from the dead. His was not an easy
victory over sin. His was no cheap grace. It cost him very dearly. In the words of an American Christian
pastor:
...salvation was brought not by Jesus' fist, but by his nail-pierced hands;
not by muscle but by love; not by vengeance but by forgiveness;
not by force but by sacrifice.
Jesus Christ Our Lord surrendered in order that he might win;
He destroyed his enemies by dying for them
and conquered death by allowing death to conquer Him.
As we continue to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus in the weeks ahead, may our faith in the risen
Lord lead us to experience anew the hope and joy of the Gospel and enable us to share it with others.
Leo O’Reilly
Bishop of Kilmore

Reflection: Let Him Easter in Us
Fr. Enda Murphy, Diocesan Director of Pastoral Services & Youth Ministry
It’s always great to reach this time of year, the evenings have become much
longer and the dark, oppressive winter months are behind us. The very season is
in sympathy with the proclamation of Christ’s resurrection; sheep are lambing,
cows are calving, flowers are blooming and trees are budding. As Hopkins put it
“what is all this juice and all this joy?” In an era marked by austerity we
Christians once again announce the vast and plentiful abundance of God’s mercy.
Easter lifts our eyes to much broader horizons, not by denying the sometimesharsh reality of our world, but by embracing that reality and transforming it. A
Christianity which seeks to fly from this world and the many challenges it brings
is ultimately a Christianity which fails to take the incarnation seriously.
The risen Christ still carries the marks of his suffering in his body thereby telling us that victory is
always marked by pain; great love does not come cheap. More than ever we who profess Christ
crucified and risen need to show that in our own lives. The life of the disciple who believes in the
Risen One is not a life marked out by angelic bliss and a comfortable existence. No! It is a life marked
with the suffering and pain of humanity which is taken up and transformed into risen life. A life which
gives meaning and purpose even when everyone else wants to give up.
We recently experienced a near total solar eclipse when the sky got dark during the day. We are told
something similar happened at the moment Jesus died on the cross. Perhaps you have been or are
experiencing a form of eclipse in your own life. It should be bright and sunny but instead life is bleak
and cold. The resurrection is like a great burst of brilliant sunlight which shines right into our own
particular darkness and placing us back where we belong. True, darkness and fear will always be
present, but the witness of the Christian Community and the many saints it has produced over the
centuries points to the triumph of hope over despair, of life over death. We have, all of us, been
remade because of God’s crazy love for us. A love and a bounty well captured in Spring by Gerard
Manley Hopkins:
Nothing is so beautiful as Spring –
When weeds, in wheels, shoot long and lovely and lush;
Thrush’s eggs look little low heavens, and thrush
Through the echoing timber does so rinse and wring
The ear, it strikes like lightnings to hear him sing;
The glassy peartree leaves and blooms, they brush
The descending blue; that blue is all in a rush
With richness; the racing lambs too have fair their fling.
What is all this juice and all this joy?
A strain of the earth’s sweet being in the beginning
In Eden garden. – Have, get, before it cloy,
Before it cloud, Christ, lord, and sour with sinning,
Innocent mind and Mayday in girl and boy,
Most, O maid’s child, thy choice and worthy the winning.

Editorial
Seán Coll, Director of the Kilmore Diocesan Pastoral Centre
Welcome to the fourth edition of Glad Tidings which marks the beginning
of the second year of its publication. As well as focussing primarily on
diocesan events and initiatives, Glad Tidings will also continue to
report on significant developments in the Irish and Universal Church as
well.
The team here in the Centre appreciate the positive responses we have
received from priests and people throughout the diocese of Kilmore and
further afield. The encouragement and suggestions we have received are
taken into account and are greatly valued.
We want Glad Tidings to compliment the new Diocesan Pastoral Centre website, www.kilmoredpc.ie,
in terms of further developing our overall communications strategy. You will see from the articles in
this edition that there has been plenty of activity here in the Pastoral Centre and across the diocese
with a number of key events planned for the months ahead. If you have a good news story from your
parish or diocesan organisation, please contact me and I will ensure it is included. Similarly, if there is
an event you would like advertised on our website, on our Facebook page or Twitter feed, let me
know.
This edition is being published as we celebrate Easter. We spent the forty days from Ash Wednesday
getting closer to Jesus through our Lenten acts of prayer, fasting and almsgiving. We entered deeper
into the mystery of his suffering, death and resurrection, to remind ourselves that Jesus died for each
one of us, that we may have life. On Holy Thursday, we journeyed with him from the Last Supper in
the Upper Room to the Garden of Gethsemane. On Good Friday, we accompanied him on the road to
Calvary. On Holy Saturday, we watched and waited for the Easter Vigil when we travelled once more
with Jesus – this time from the dark and cold tomb to the joy of resurrection and new life.
According to his great mercy, God has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. (1 Peter 1:3)
Pope Francis said, during his Easter homily of 2013: “Let the Risen Jesus enter your life; welcome him
as a friend, with trust for He is Life … Jesus is risen. There is hope for you. You are no longer in the
power of sin or of evil. Love has triumphed. Mercy has been victorious. The mercy of God always
triumphs.”
May this Eastertime be a source of joy and happiness to you, your families and friends, as you let the
Risen Jesus into your hearts and lives.
Lord, the resurrection of Your Son has given us new life and renewed hope.
Help us to live as new people in pursuit of the Christian ideal.
Grant us wisdom to know what we must do,
the will to want to do it, the courage to undertake it,
the perseverance to continue to do it, and the strength to complete it.
[from the New Saint Joseph People's Prayer Book]

Alpha Course begins in Cavan
The parish of Urney and Annagelliff in Cavan begins a ten week Alpha
Course - an introduction to the basics of Christianity - on Monday 13 April
at 7:30p.m. in the Diocesan Pastoral Centre. Each evening begins with a
light meal. Then we watch a video on the topic for the night, followed by
discussion. Please come along and bring a friend! To get a taste of alpha
see www.alpha.org

Commemoration of Cavan World War I Dead
An ecumenical service to commemorate the Cavan men who
fought and died in the first World War will be held on Saturday 25
April at 6:00p.m. in St Clare's Chapel, Cavan, on the centenary
anniversary of the Battle of Gallipoli. Members of the Cavan Rugby
Choir will sing at what will be a moving ceremony. Food will be
served afterwards in the Farnham Arms Hotel. All are welcome.

The Kilmore Diocesan Pastoral Centre … 10 years on











The Kilmore Diocesan Pastoral Centre has been a significant resource to the diocese since it
was established just over 10 years ago in response to an unanimous call made at the 2000
Diocesan Congress to establish a centre to meet the needs of the new models of parish and
Church where there was full lay participation, helping people wanted to learn more about their
faith and to deepen it.
Since its establishment, the Kilmore Diocesan Pastoral Centre has developed and grown,
promoting and facilitating ministry and faith development. It has been a source of hope and
positivity for a church challenged from within and without.
The Centre has been rooted in the values of the Gospel and the teaching of the Church since it
was established.
One of the main functions of the Kilmore Diocesan Pastoral Centre is to empower people to
bring the Christian message to others and to give people the confidence to be strong and
compassionate witnesses to Christian hope and love in a challenging and often dispiriting
world.
The Kilmore Diocesan Pastoral Centre is based in the former St. Patrick’s College building in
Cavan
The Centre was officially opened on Sunday 13 February 2005 by Cardinal Seán Brady, then
Archbishop of Armagh and Primate of All Ireland, who served on the staff of St. Patrick’s
College from 1967 to 1980.
There have been four directors of the Centre to date: Fr. Gabriel Kelly (2000 – 2004), Fr. Gerry
Kearns (2004 -2010), Fr. Michael Router (2010 – 2013), and Seán Coll (2013 to present day)

The next edition of Glad Tidings will be published and circulated to
parishes in mid-July 2015. The deadline for receipt of articles,
photographs etc is 12 noon on Tuesday 30 June 2015

Major Conservation Work begins on Pastoral Centre Building

Scaffolding on the front exterior of the building in place
Significant refurbishment and conservation work on the exterior of the Diocesan Pastoral Centre
began at the beginning of the year. J.J. McCauley Construction Limited, Kill, Cootehill, Co. Cavan were
awarded the contract by the St. Patrick’s Diocesan Trust following a detailed tendering process. The
work includes re-roofing the whole building (using existing slates where possible), re-pointing,
updating lightning conductors, restoring downpipes, and dismantling obsolete equipment in the
boilerhouse. The architects for the project are Philip Brady Architects, Cavan with Kerrigan Sheanon
Newman in Cavan as the Chartered Quantity Surveyors. Work is progressing at a very satisfactory
rate and it is planned that the work will be completed in the Autumn of 2015.

Pictured at the signing of contracts for the project are (from left to right): Tom Smyth, Kerrigan Sheanon
Newman (Cavan) - Chartered Quantity Surveyors; Fr. Ultan McGoohan, Chair of the Diocesan Pastoral
Centre Board of Management; Vivian McCauley, J.J. McCauley Construction; Bishop Leo O’Reilly; Philip
Brady, Architect

Some of the finer details on the upper levels of the building

2014 Awards presented at special ceremony
Over thirty young people from the Diocese of Kilmore received their Pope John Paul II awards at a
special ceremony in the Kilmore Diocesan Pastoral Centre on Friday 28 November last.
The Pope John Paul II Award was established a number of years ago in order to honour the memory of
the late pontiff, especially his love, affection and care for young people. The Award is run in most
Irish dioceses and was launched in Kilmore in 2011. Candidates can receive gold, silver or bronze
awards. Each young person chooses to get involved in parish life as well as participating in some
social awareness activity which could be fundraising, coaching or visiting the elderly to name but a
few.

Fr. Enda Murphy and Bishop Leo O’Reilly address the recipients and guests
This year four candidates received the Papal Cross Award, which is the highest award on offer and
involves a commitment of 26 weeks to parish work and social awareness. All of the award recipients
completed a presentation in which they reflected on the tasks they had undertaken in the light of
gospel values. Finally they reflect on how the award has helped them understand and appreciate the
contribution that young people can make in the Church today.
At the awards ceremony, the candidates were addressed by
Cian Mc Manus, a student in St Patrick’s College, Cavan and
co-captain of the victorious MacRory Cup team, who spoke
eloquently and clearly about the importance of faith in his
own life.
Afterwards Most Rev. Leo O’Reilly, bishop of Kilmore and
patron of the award in the diocese presented the awards to
the young people. In his remarks, Bishop O’Reilly
congratulated the young people and thanked them for their
generosity of spirit in getting involved in such a concrete
way in the life of their Church and community. He also
thanked the Knights of Columbanus for their generous
support of the Award since its establishment in Kilmore.
Cian McManus

The awards ceremony concluded with a buffet lunch in the
Diocesan Pastoral Centre.

The 2014 Award recipients were:
Papal Cross:
Niamh Boyle

Aiveen Connolly

Paige Conroy

Amy Hough

Gold:
Lynn Walsh
Enda Goodrich
Elaine Hayden
Nicole O’Neill
Chloe Micallef
Jarlath Gaffey

Liam Smith
Roland Surlis
Eoin Donoghue
Áine Crowe
Ross O’Reilly
Neil Hayden

Luisa Harkin
Chloe Lynch
Shannon O’Flynn
Órlaith Brady
Sarah Young
Conor Agnew

Róisín Mc Phillips
Courtney Connolly
Louise Lunney
Morna O’Hanlon
Stephan Ronan

Silver:
Aoife Mc Gorry

Louise Fitzpatrick

Niamh O’Reilly

Bronze:
Rhea Leddy

Erin Mc Quillan

Ciara Maguire

Bishop Leo, Fr. Enda with some of the 2014 Award Winners
If you would like to get involved in the Pope John Paul II Award or just find out more about it contact
your local Parish Priest or the Diocesan Youth Director Fr. Enda Murphy at the Kilmore Diocesan
Pastoral Centre 049 4375004 (ext. 103).

Bishop Leo O’Reilly, Members of the local Knights of Columbanus, with recipients of the Papal Cross
Award and Fr. Enda Murphy

Mother of the late Donal Walsh visits Cavan and Leitrim
As reported in the last edition of Glad Tidings, a series of talks and events on the theme of
bereavement and loss were organised during the month of November and were well attended. One of
the highlights of the series was the visit of Kerry-woman, Mrs. Elma Walsh, mother of the late
inspirational teenager, Donal Walsh R.I.P., to a number of post primary schools throughout the
diocese. Over the course of two days, she also gave two public talks to attentive audiences in St.
Clare’s Comprehensive School in Manorhamilton and the Diocesan Pastoral Centre in Cavan. In
addition, she met with and spoke to senior cycle students in St. Clare’s Comprehensive School,
Manorhamilton, as well as Breifne College, St. Patrick’s College and Loreto College in Cavan.

Fr. John Sexton, St. Clare’s Comprehensive
School with Mrs Walsh

Mrs. Walsh with Tara Mullan
Vice-Principal of Breifne College, Cavan

With students from Loreto College, Cavan

With students from St. Patrick’s College, Cavan

With students from Breifne College, Cavan (above and below)

Former Principal of St. Patrick’s College, Cavan, launches book
Ballinamore-native, Dr. Liam McNiffe, the immediate past principal
of St. Patrick’s College in Cavan, launched his latest book at a very
well attended function in the Diocesan Pastoral Centre in
December. Entitled “Pounding, Praying, Playing”, it is provides a
fascinating insight into his experience of being a student in the
College in the 1970’s. Another past pupil and retired Irish
Ambassador, Frank Cogan, formally launched the book while a
classmate of Dr. McNiffe’s (and a native of Ballinamore), Fr Dermot
Prior (P.P. Virginia) kept the proceedings moving. The launch
concluded with a finger buffet. The book is available from local
bookstores or online at www.mcniffebooks.com, priced €20.

Fr. Dermot Prior, Dr. Liam McNiffe and Mr. Frank Cogan

Diocese celebrates Catholic Schools Week 2015
Patricia Sheridan
Fr Michael Drumm’s statement “All Christians are called to serve their brothers and sisters” gave this
year’s theme for Catholic Schools Week “Catholic schools: called to Serve” our focus. Pope Francis
tells us “that if we are truly Christian, we are called to live with others and for others. This is because
God, in Christ, has redeemed human society and not just each of us as individuals”.

Picture taken at the Mass to mark Catholic Schools Week 2015 held in the Church of the Immaculate
Conception in Belturbet on Wednesday 28 January last
Based within this context our schools must be a lived reality of our call to Serve and our theme gave us
five different areas to look at, Self, Eucharist, Reign of God, Vocation, Evangelization.
While most schools celebrate the week internally, this year our post primary schools celebrated
Catholic Schools Week in a diocesan coming together.
This development followed a discussion in December with Bishop Leo O’Reilly, Fr Kevin Fay, Chaplain
(St Patrick’s and Loreto Colleges, Cavan), Seán Coll (Director of the Diocesan Pastoral Centre) and
myself where we decided to have a preparation day early in January for schools wishing to get
involved.
Invitations were sent to all post-primary schools and, to our surprise but great delight, we had 39
students, and 6 teachers from 7 schools present. After introducing the theme of Catholic Schools Week
to students, they broke up into four working groups and set about preparing the music, the liturgy,
banners and personal testimonies for our Mass. Students worked diligently to lunchtime and they
returned to their schools for afternoon class after refreshments. The help and encouragement of their
teachers and the input, enthusiasm and energy of students filled the room with hope and spirit.
In the weeks leading up to the Mass the remaining schools made contact with me and on the day we
had almost full participation. Due to the interest and commitment of schools the Mass was moved to
the Church of the Immaculate Conception in Belturbet to cater for the 300 young people in attendance.
Each school undertook to produce a banner showing how their school answers Christ’s call to serve
and the Eucharist began with a procession of all their banners. It was most impressive! The
celebration of the Eucharist was concelebrated by Bishop Leo O’Reilly with Fr Kevin Fay and Fr. Jason

Murphy (Breifne College) and seven other school chaplains. Pupils from the different schools read the
various readings, took part in the enactment of the Washing of the Hands, and the prayers of the
faithful. Three pupils, Conor from Bailieborough Community School gave a very personal testimony of
his own faith. Grainne from St. Aidan’s High School Derrylin spoke of her faith and school life, while
Eimear from St. Clare’s Ballyjamesduff also spoke about her faith and the school trip to Lourdes. A
very special word of thanks to Conor, Grainne and Eimear for their courage in sharing their faith
experience with their peers. The offertery procession was done by two of our lay-chaplains, Anne
Marie from Ballinamore Community School and Gabriel from St. Aidan’s Comprehensive Cootehill.

Pictures of the banners produced by the schools

Bishop Leo spoke to the students of their call to serve and also about St Thomas Aquinas whose
feastday it happened to be. He complimented all students present and praised the work of the
students involved.
After the Mass all students and teachers were treated to refreshments in the town centre which was
prepared by the staff and students of St Bricin’s College.
I would like to thank Bishop Leo for his encouragement of the event; Fr Kevin Fay for all his help; Seán
Coll for his support; to the representatives of the schools who worked so hard on the preparation day;
Declan Harding (Principal, Lough Allen College in Drumkeerin; Gabriel McQuillan, (Chaplain, St
Aidan’s Comprehensive School, Cootehill); Donna Leonard (St Aidan’s High School, Derrylin); Brigid
Sheridan (St Bricin’s College, Belturbet); Caroline Beirne (Carrigallen Vocational School); Joan
Fitzpatrick (Loreto College, Cavan); Mary Grimes (Chaplain, Bailieborough Community School) and to
all the teachers who helped the pupils prepare banners, readings etc.
Finally, a word of thanks to all the principals and their staff who facilitated and attended the Mass.
I will the last word to Mahatma Gandhi “The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service
of others.”
Patricia Sheridan is Diocesan Catechetical Advisor for Second-Level Schools in Kilmore

Irish Bishops publish Pastoral Statement on
Marriage
At a recent media conference at Saint Patrick’s College, Maynooth, Bishop
Liam MacDaid of Clogher, chairman of the Council for Marriage and the
Family, along with Bishop Kevin Doran of Elphin, officially launched the
pastoral statement The Meaning of Marriage on behalf of the Irish Catholic
Bishops’ Conference. The pastoral statement advises the faithful that “to
redefine the nature of marriage would be to undermine it as the
fundamental building block of our society. The Church seeks with others
to reaffirm … that marriage should be reserved for the unique and
complementary relationship between a woman and a man from which the
generation and upbringing of children is uniquely possible.”
Bishops encouraged everyone to read The Meaning of Marriage which was
distributed to over 1,300 parishes throughout Ireland. The pastoral
statement can also be downloaded in the English, Irish and Polish
languages from www.catholicbishops.ie

Bishop Kevin Doran and Bishop Liam MacDaid

Marriage is important – Reflect before you change it
Statement from the Irish Catholic Bishops’ Conference – March 2015

Archbishop Diarmuid Martin of Dublin and Archbishop Eamonn Martin of Armagh issue statement after
the Spring 2015 meeting of the Irish Catholic Bishops’ Conference in Maynooth
(Picture courtesy of Brenda Drumm, Catholic Communications Office)
Within weeks the people of Ireland will be asked to vote in a referendum that will change the meaning
of marriage in the Constitution of Ireland.
Marriage is of fundamental importance for children, mothers and fathers, and society – all of us need
to reflect deeply before changing it. We ask the people of Ireland to consider very carefully the
profound implications which this constitutional amendment would have on the family environment
and on our understanding of parenthood.
We respect the views of people who think differently to us, trusting that our sincerely held views,
grounded in faith, will also be heard and respected.
We come to this debate believing that the union of a man and a woman in marriage, open to the
procreation of children, is a gift from God who created us ‘male and female’. Reason also points to the
truth about human sexuality that makes the relationship between a man and a woman
unique. Mothers and fathers bring different, yet complementary gifts and strengths into a child’s life.
We cannot support an amendment to the Constitution which redefines marriage and effectively places
the union of two men, or two women, on a par with the marriage relationship between a husband and
wife which is open to the procreation of children.
We are concerned that, should the amendment be passed, it will become increasingly difficult to speak
any longer in public about marriage as being between a man and a woman. What will we be expected
to teach children in school about marriage? Will those who sincerely continue to believe that
marriage is between a man and a woman be forced to act against their conscience? Can a way be
found to protect the civil rights of gay people without undermining the fundamental meaning of
marriage as commonly understood across cultures, faiths and down the ages?
Already, in The Children and Family Relationships Bill, it is proposed to remove mention of mothers
and fathers from a whole raft of previous legislation.
We encourage everyone to think about these issues and to vote on May 22nd. The effects of this
proposed amendment will be far-reaching for this and for future generations. We say to all voters:
Marriage is important – Reflect before you change it.
We invite people of faith to bring this decision to prayer. In the coming weeks, and particularly in
May, the month of Mary, we call for prayer for Marriage and the Family.

Diocesan Pastoral Centre launches new website
The Kilmore Diocesan Pastoral Centre recently launched its new
www.kilmoredpc.ie, to mark the 10th anniversary of the Centre’s official opening.

updated

website,

Bishop Leo O’Reilly welcomed the launch and, in a statement, quoted Pope Francis who wrote, “The
internet, in particular, offers immense possibilities for encounter and solidarity. This is something
truly good, a gift from God.”
Bishop O’Reilly said that the new website is one such possibility. “It is a gift from God to our diocese
and to all who wish to access it”. He thanked the Director of the Diocesan Pastoral Centre, Sean Coll,
for co-ordinating the creation of “this very important means of communication”. The bishop
expressed the hope that the new website “will serve to promote the 'encounter and solidarity' Pope
Francis spoke of. He concluded by saying, “I pray that the website will be a source of hope and
inspiration for those who use it as they journey in faith.”
Centre Director, Seán Coll, said that “the development of a good communications strategy is critical to
ensure the success of what we do in the Diocesan Pastoral Centre. The availability of the website, our
presence on other social media such as Facebook and Twitter, and the publication of our newsletter
‘Glad Tidings’ three times a year, will help in that regard.” He thanked those who developed and
maintained the initial website over the past number of years and hoped that the updated site would
prove to be an effective means of sharing information about events and activities in the Centre to a
wider audience and will always be, in a sense, ‘work in progress’.
He paid tribute to Sandor Gera and his team at GetOnline Pro (Web Development and Web Design) in
Dublin who worked with him in redesigning the website which, he said, will support and promote the
activities of the Centre as well as other pastoral initiatives throughout the diocese of Kilmore. He said
that he was keen to ensure the website would prove to be an interesting, user-friendly and useful
resource for the priests, religious and people of the diocese and further afield and would welcome
feedback on its content and future development.
The website can be accessed at www.kilmoredpc.ie The Twitter account is @KilmoreDPC and the
Facebook page is ‘Kilmore Diocesan Pastoral Centre’.

Pictured at the recent launch of the new Kilmore Diocesan Pastoral Centre website are (Front Row seated): Bishop Leo O’Reilly; Anne Clarke, Centre Administration; and Fr Enda Murphy, Diocesan Director
of Pastoral Services & Youth Ministry. (Back Row – standing): Fr. Ultan McGoohan, Chair of Diocesan
Pastoral Centre Board of Management; Seán Coll, Pastoral Centre Director; Nancy Sheils, Secretary of
Diocesan Catholic Primary Schools Managers’ Association; Jennifer O’Reilly, Diocesan Finance Officer;
and Suzie Duffy, Diocesan Safeguarding Coordinator.
[Photograph courtesy of Lorraine Teehan Photography, Cavan]

Relics of St. Oliver Plunkett to visit Pastoral Centre again
The relics of St. Oliver Plunkett will visit the Kilmore Diocesan Pastoral Centre
again on Tuesday 9 June 2015 from 10:00a.m. to 9:00p.m. with the kind cooperation of the Knights of Columbanus.
The programme for the day is as follows:
10:00a.m.

Arrival of the Relics and Liturgical Welcome

12 noon

Sacrament of Reconciliation until 1:00p.m.

1:15p.m.

Lunchtime Mass – Diocesan Pastoral Centre Chapel
(being offered for those examinations)
Celebrant: Fr. Enda Murphy
Diocesan Director of Pastoral Services

4:30p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation until 5:30p.m.

5:45p.m.

Early Evening Mass – Diocesan Pastoral Centre Chapel
Celebrant: Fr. Tom McManus, PP Corlough & Drumreilly Lower

6:30p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation until 7:45p.m.

8:00p.m.

Evening Mass – Diocesan Pastoral Centre Chapel
Celebrant: His Eminence Cardinal Seán Brady
Archbishop-Emeritus of Armagh

10:00p.m.

Liturgical Farewell and Departure of the Relics

Anyone wishing to forward petitions/offerings to be placed before the relic during the visit and share
in a novena of Masses being offered are welcome to forward them to The Director, Kilmore Diocesan
Pastoral Centre, Cullies, Cavan. Please mark your envelope ‘Petitions’.

Maryvale Catechism Adult Studies Course continues
Participants in the Maryvale Course in the Diocese returned to their
studies recently and are currently working on Unit 5: The Ten
Commandments, having completed Unit 4 on an Introduction to Morality.
After the Summer 2015 break, they will undertake the sixth and final
unit which deals with Prayer with the current course drawing to a
conclusion by Christmas.
Currently there are 28 groups studying the Catechism of the Catholic
Church in 16 dioceses throughout Ireland, including two groups in the
Diocese of Kilmore – one based in the Pastoral Centre and the other in
Manorhamilton.

Pope Francis declares Holy Year for Mercy
During his homily during a recent Lenten penitential
service in Rome, Pope Francis announced an extraordinary
Jubilee to start at the end of this year, which will be
dedicated to a theme close to the pontiff’s heart: mercy.
“Dear brothers and sisters, I have thought about how the
Church can make clear its mission of being a witness of
mercy,” the Pope told attendees of a penitential liturgy in St.
Peter’s Basilica on 13 March last. “It's a journey that starts
with a spiritual conversion. For this reason I have decided
to declare an Extraordinary Jubilee that has the mercy of
God at its centre. It will be a Holy Year of Mercy.”
The biblical passage for the Holy Year's theme is from Luke 6:36 in which Jesus tells his disciples, “Be
merciful as your Father is merciful.”
“I am convinced that the whole Church will be able to find in this Jubilee the joy of rediscovering and
making fruitful the mercy of God, with which we are all called to give consolation to every man and
every woman of our time,” Francis said, and entrusted the Holy Year to Mary, Mother of Mercy.
The Jubilee, also called a Holy Year, will open this year on 8 December next – the Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception – and will close on 20 November 2016, the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ,
King of the Universe.
It will also coincide with the 50th anniversary of the closing of the Second Vatican Council in 1965 and
will be organised by the Pontifical Council for the New Evangelisation.
Sunday readings during Ordinary Time for the Holy Year will be taken from the Gospel of Luke, as he
is often referred to as “the evangelist of mercy.” Among the well-known parables of mercy present in
Luke’s Gospel are those of the lost sheep, the lost coin and the merciful father.
Each of the four papal basilicas in Rome has a holy door, which are normally sealed shut from the
inside so that they cannot be opened. The doors are only opened during Jubilee years so that pilgrims
can enter through them in order to gain the plenary indulgence that is connected with the Jubilee. The
rite of the opening of the Holy Door is intended to symbolically illustrate the idea that the Church’s
faithful are offered an “extraordinary path” toward salvation during the time of Jubilee. After the Holy
Door opens in St. Peter’s Basilica, those of the other three Roman basilicas, St. John Lateran, St. Paul
Outside the Walls and St. Mary Major, will be opened.
In ancient Hebrew tradition, the Jubilee Year was celebrated every 50 years and was intended to
restore equality among the children of Israel by providing opportunities for families who had lost
their property and even their personal freedom to regain them. It was also a year in which the
wealthy were reminded that their Israelite slaves would again become their equals and regain their
rights.
The Catholic tradition of practicing the Holy Year began with Pope Boniface VIII in 1300, and since
1475 an Ordinary Jubilee has been celebrated every 25 years in order to allow each generation to
experience at least one during their lifetime. However, as is the case with Pope Francis’ 2016 Holy
Year of Mercy, an extraordinary Jubilee can be called for a special occasion or for an event that has a
particular importance. Until now there have only been 26 ordinary Jubilee celebrations, the last of
which was the Jubilee of 2000.
The Holy Year is traditionally a year of forgiveness of sins and also the punishment merited by one’s
sins. It is also a year for reconciliation between enemies, conversion and receiving the Sacrament of
Reconciliation.

The first extraordinary Jubilee was called in 16th century, and the most recent have been in 1933,
when Pope Pius XI called one to celebrate 1900 years of Redemption, and in 1983 when St. John Paul
II proclaimed one to honor 1950 years of Redemption.
Mercy is a theme that is dear to Francis, and is the central topic of his episcopal motto “miserando
atque eligendo,” which he chose when ordained a bishop in 1992. One translation of the motto, taken
from a homily given by St. Bede on Jesus’ calling of St. Matthew, is “with eyes of mercy.”
In his first Angelus address as the Bishop of Rome, March 17, 2013, Francis spoke of “Feeling
mercy...this word changes everything.” Mercy, he said then, “is the best thing we can feel: it changes
the world. A little mercy makes the world less cold and more just. We need to understand properly
this mercy of God, this merciful Father who is so patient.” In the English version of his first Apostolic
Exhortation “Evangelii Gaudium,” the word “mercy” appears 32 times.

ACCORD Marriage Preparation Courses 2015 in the Diocese of Kilmore
Getting married in 2015/2016? - To book your pre-marriage course, please book online at
www.accord.ie or contact the ACCORD office in Cavan for your Pre-Marriage Course application form.
Book early for your preferred date to avoid disappointment.
The remaining ACCORD Pre- Marriage Preparation Courses for 2015 in the Diocese of Kilmore will
take place on
24 and 25 April 2015; and
9 and 10 October 2015.
All courses are the same in content and will take place on a Friday evening (starting at 7:30p.m. and
finishing by 10:00p.m.) and the following Saturday from 10:00a.m. to 5:00p.m. in the Diocesan
Pastoral Centre, Cavan.
ACCORD also offers Marriage and Relationship Counselling to individuals and couples in a strictly
confidential setting.
To arrange to meet a counsellor, please contact Anne or Grainne on 049-4375004 (extension 101), or
email cavanaccord@eircom.net. Cavan ACCORD is based in the Diocesan Pastoral Centre which was
the old St. Patrick's College building in Cavan.

Postponement – Pause for Thought Series
The presentation by John Mark McCaffrey, Head of Social Justice & Policy, St. Vincent de Paul, on “You
Might Not Like What Pope Francis is Saying – A Reflection on the Pope’s Recent Statements on Social
Justice Issues”, scheduled to take place on Tuesday 14 April in the Diocesan Pastoral Centre at
7:45p.m. has been postponed until the Autumn. It will be advertised in the next edition of Glad Tidings
as well as in parish newsletters and diocesan/pastoral centre websites etc.

Publication of ACCORD Research on Marriage & Families
Bishop Denis Nulty of Kildare and Leighlin and President of
ACCORD, recently published new research on marriage and
families which was undertaken by Amárach Research.
Amárach Research conducted a nationwide poll on
attitudes to marriage and the family for ACCORD in late
2006. Much has changed at a societal level in Ireland in the
intervening eight years, and so Amárach has updated some
of the findings from 2006 to gauge just how much change
and continuity there has been. The research briefing below
sets out the main findings and comments on their
implications, especially for the work of ACCORD.
Mr Gerard O’Neill, chairman of Amárach Research, presented the findings which were based on Irish
society’s attitude towards marriage and families, and these were recorded in the year 2006, and also
in 2014. In 2006 Amárach undertook a nationwide face–to–face poll of 1,000 adults, and in 2014 a
comparative online poll was undertaken using a similar cohort. Today’s results seek to capture
continuity and/or attitudinal change towards marriage and families over the intervening eight
years. The research sought to measure the
perception of commitment to marriage
value placed on the importance of family
attitude towards raising a child by mother and father
opinion on whether couples who have children ought to be married; and,
awareness of ACCORD and the services it offers.
The key findings from the 2014 Amárach research ‘Marriage & Families’ include
 Marriage as an institution has strong support in Ireland. In 2014 54% disagreed that it is “oldfashioned or out-moded”, and this was down from 64% in 2006.
 In 2014 51% agreed that “most married couples I know have happy healthy marriages”, but
this figure was higher in 2006 at 60%.
 In 2014 64% believed “couples should live together first in order to decide if they would suit
being married”, and this figure was slightly higher at 67% in 2006.
 In 2014 61% considered marriage as a life-long commitment. This has increased from 56% in
2006. This view is particularly strong amongst young people (25 – 34 years).
 Fewer people believe that “the importance of family is decreasing in Ireland.” There was a fall
from 64% to 54% between 2006 and 2014, indicating that family, for some, has become more
important.
 In 2014 65% of people agreed that a child is more likely to grow up happy if raised in a home
with a loving mother and father. This question was asked in 2014 but not in 2006.
 In 2014 32% agreed that “couples who have children ought to be married” whereas 46%
agreed in 2006.
 In 2014 over half (53%) of those surveyed were aware of ACCORD, the Catholic Marriage Care
Service, and this figure is the same as in 2006.
For further information, log onto www.catholicbishops.ie/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/ACCORDResearch-briefing-10-February-2015.pdf

Launch of Catholic Primary Schools in a Changing Ireland:
Sharing Good Practice on the Inclusion of all Pupils
Catholic Primary Schools in a Changing Ireland: Sharing
Good Practice on the Inclusion of all Pupils is a resource for
Catholic schools in developing policies and in sharing best
practice. Part 1 deals with foundational issues while Part 2
gives concrete examples of good practices. It is published in
response to the report Forum on Patronage and Pluralism in
the Primary Sector: Progress to date and Future
Directions which was issued by the Department of
Education and Skills in 2014.

Fr. Michael Drumm pictured at the
launch of the new resource

Welcoming the publication Father Michael Drumm,
Chairperson of the Catholic Schools Partnership (CSP) said:
“Catholic schools have adapted to demographic change with
significant net migration into Ireland and many of them
have led the way in integrating migrants into local
communities. They have been leaders in areas such as
social
inclusion,
special
needs
and
traveller
education.” Father Drumm added that the Chief Inspector’s
Report 2010-12 made clear that almost all parents and
pupils described their schools as cultivating an inclusive,
child-centred ethos.

Father Drumm continued, “The CSP has consulted widely in the preparation for today’s
document. Given the notable record of Catholic schools in the area of social inclusion, Catholic
Primary Schools in a Changing Ireland: Sharing Good Practice on the Inclusion of all Pupils aims
to help schools in developing good practice with regard to religious issues. As the Department of
Education and Skills has noted, there is no ‘one-size-that-fits-all’ in this regard. Rather schools need to
develop policies and practices which address the context of each particular school.
Father Drumm noted that the document draws on the new curriculum in Religious Education which
will be introduced from September 2015. “There is a notable emphasis on other religions and
worldviews in this new Religious Education programme”, he said.
The document gives many suggestions on how to celebrate the diversity of faiths within the school
community. It describes a holistic approach to Religious Education which is open to all children. It
also offers ideas on inter-cultural dialogue in a Catholic school.
Copies of the document have been sent to all Catholic schools and can be downloaded from
www.catholicbishops.ie/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Catholic-Primary-Schools-in-a-changingIreland-Sharing-Good-Practice-on-Inclusion-of-All-Pupils.pdf

WHAT MIGHT HELP YOU BECOME AN EVEN BETTER WITNESS TO THE GOSPEL?
Please do let us know if there are particular resources or training days/events that you would like
offered to help you and your fellow parishioners to deepen their faith and mission as Disciples of
Christ. Feel free to call Fr. Enda or Seán on 049 4375004 to discuss any ideas you may have.

Launch of Emigrant Information Pack 2015
Although the number of people leaving Ireland remains high –
81,900 people left our shores between April 2013 and April 2014 –
it appears the tide is turning and the number of people emigrating
has begun to fall.
A report released by the Central Statistics Office (CSO) in August
2014 found that Ireland continues to experience net outward
migration – albeit at a lower level than the previous year. Tens of
thousands continue to depart our shores in search of fresh hope
and new opportunities. In the period April 2013 to April 2014,
81,900 people emigrated from Ireland. Of these, 41,700 were Irish
nationals. There has been a slight increase in the number of people
immigrating to Ireland this year at 60,600 (up from 55,900 the
previous year). Of these, 19.2 per cent are Irish citizens. While this
is welcome news, emigration continues to have a profound effect
on Irish society as many well-educated, enthusiastic young people
travel abroad in search of new opportunities. It is vital that those
considering emigration are prepared for the experience. We hope
that the practical information in this pack will assist emigrants in
making informed decisions and support them while they are away.
The Irish Episcopal Conference for Emigrants – chaired by Bishop John Kirby of Clonfert – has
published an information pack which aims to make emigrants aware of the importance of taking care
of their mental health. For many people, living abroad will be a very positive experience but others
may struggle with feelings of isolation and find it difficult to ask for help. Drug and alcohol abuse,
depression and suicide are serious issues that affect Irish communities overseas. For example, Irish
charity Console reported that its British helpline receives hundreds of calls annually from Irish
immigrants who were deemed to be at immediate risk of taking their own lives. We hope the
information provided in this pack will help raise awareness of the supports that are available for Irish
emigrants and encourage people to talk about this important issue.
While emigration remains high, each year a significant number of people also make the decision to
come home. No matter how long an emigrant has been away, it is important that they plan ahead for
their return.
It is hoped this information pack will also assist those who are returning to Ireland in accessing the
supports they require. In addition to practical assistance, emigrants need spiritual and emotional
support. The Council for Emigrants, through its chaplaincies overseas, continues to provide essential
pastoral outreach to Irish emigrants as they strive to build a new life for themselves far from home.
To
download
the
Pack,
please
log
onto
content/uploads/2015/03/Emigrant-Information-Pack-2015.pdf

www.catholicbishops.ie/wp-

Kilmore Diocesan Safeguarding Contacts
The Designated Liaison Persons appointed by the Bishop to receive any complaint of abuse by Church
personnel are



Suzie Duffy, Kilmore Diocesan Pastoral Centre, Cullies, Cavan, Co. Cavan.
Telephone 049 4375004 - extension 105 or email: safeguardingchildren@kilmorediocese.ie
Fr Sean Mawn, Convent Road, Ballinamore, Co.Leitrim. Tel. 071 9644039

“Celibacy – Side-by-side-loving”
Fr Johnnie Cusack, CC Ballinamore & Diocesan Vocations Director
We learned the art of side-by-side-loving in the household where we grew up. The intimacy by
which our conception happened is only the first step on the road to where we are today. Appreciation
of the love of our parents is fundamental to our understanding of humanity. But the outcome of
gestation and then birth, brings into play a much wider understanding and indispensible form of
loving day-in-day-out at home, in society, and right through life. If marital loving can be called ‘face-toface’ loving, then all other forms fit into what I call ‘side-by-side’ loving.
Members of families have lived this way from time immemorial. When that goes wrong we get
abuse and maybe even incest. Women or men in love with Jesus have lived all along side-by-side in
religious orders. Ordained priests have lived this way in parishes and other pastoral ministries, sideby-side with those they served. When that goes wrong we again have abuse and great evil. Those born
homosexual are now publically declaring that side-by-side loving with those of their own gender is
best for them as they advance into adult living and they are now campaigning for Irish society to
legalise that and call it ‘Marriage’!
All friendship is beautiful. How it is to be expressed depends on feelings, privacy, and capacity
to give and receive. Peak moments for those of opposite gender are open to face-to-face loving with
capacity to give and receive sexually. The possibility of such two-in-one-flesh remains permanently
unattainable for even the closest friendship of those of the same gender. Like celibates, homosexual
people are now asking for the right to show the world, as equals in humanity, how their form of
kindness, courtesy, loving-care for each other, and community involvement, can make the world a
better place. All ‘proper’ loving, side-by-side or face-to-face, enhances society by revealing the manysplendored reality of God’s loving nature. Civil Partnership for those of the same gender is already
legalised in Ireland. But can we as a society really equate this friendship and name it marriage? That
is another debate and Irish people will have to decide what is best for the Irish Nation in the May 2015
Referendum.
I now pose the question: Is Celibacy a ‘sign’ or a ‘counter sign’ in Priestly Ministry in this
day and age?
As one who remained single Himself, Jesus surely taught us a wee lesson. In the time of Jesus,
marriage was the norm... it still is... the nature of humanity and relationships leading to populationgrowth makes this quite obvious. But what of those who are “incapable of Marriage” referred to by
Jesus? See St Mathew’s Gospel 12:19 ff: (a) Born that way... or (b) Something happened to make them
that way. Jesus made a voluntary choice to identify with these and all ‘unfortunates’, for the sake of
serving their needs ... the primary work of ‘God’s Kingdom’. The option of Jesus to identify with the
“have-nots” (Anawim in Aramaic), was not just the blind, the deaf and dumb, the lepers, the taxcollectors, but also those widowed (orphans too), and singles like Mary, Martha, and Lazarus, etc. He
chose ‘victimhood’ and fellowship among them, and prayed to His Father to fill their needs as their
‘saviour’.
Little has changed for us in Catholic priestly ministry as we become members of our parish
without being tied to any one ‘family’. At weddings and funerals, at schools and games, and in so many
and varied ways, our celibacy gives us a ‘feel’ for the ‘wants’ in the less-fortunate among those around
us. As in Jesus, our ‘victimhood’ enhances our ‘saving power’ rather than diminish it. A few wee stories
may help to clarify all this.
I once asked a lovely girl whom I knew so well, in her mid-thirties, “Any sign of Mr Right yet”?
Her answer touched me. “He wasn’t born yet, and his mother’s dead”. I felt she would be so wonderful
as a wife/mother. As time passed, I saw efficacy in her activities, as a daughter, an aunt, and in
visitation among the elderly. Being ‘single’ was indeed a ‘pain’ – not chosen but accepted as her ‘lot’.
But she was ‘better’ not ‘bitter’ as she learned to love ‘extensively’... akin to my voluntary celibacy.

On pilgrimage to Krakow two years ago I saw the wonder of this single man in his 50’s, so
‘good’ to everybody. I further knew how marvellous he had been to his deceased dad, and all the years
to follow to his aging mother. I had often listened to that mother praying, and getting me and others
to pray, that he’d meet a good wife. But, here he is still ‘single’, and the ‘pain’ has made him ‘better’ not
‘bitter’, devout and constructively helpful to a whole list of people... again, akin to my voluntary
celibacy.
Several years ago, a man had an accident, and was fighting for his life in Beaumont Hospital. He
was separated from his wife and had been living with another lady as ‘partner’ way up North. I took
his married sister to see him in hospital. On our two hour journey to Dublin I got to asking: “Why was
he living with this other woman”? His sister was adamant that ‘single life’ was impossible! I then asked
“How do I manage”? We debated the issue for a long time on the journey. My capacity to love
‘extensively’ and be ‘real’ was a bit clearer to her, I felt. My identification of that requirement as part of
my commitment to priestly ministry, and thus being identified with the ‘deprived’ of society was in
line with being ‘another Christ’ not just ritually but in lifestyle. Celibacy, loving ‘extensively’ and sideby-side, had ‘sign value’ after all, at least for me.
If God is ‘calling’ you, to Priesthood or Religious Life, please realise that half of humanity are in
fact single, separated, deprived.. Celibacy simply puts us at the service of that half as a priority. This
has to be a sign more than a counter-sign!
Kilmore Diocesan Vocations Director:
Rev. John Cusack, Church Street, Ballinamore, Co. Leitrim
Telephone 00 353 (0)71 9644050 … 00 353 (0)87 240809 … Email: frjcusack32@gmail.com

Prayer for Vocations
God our Father, send workers into your harvest.
May the Spirit we received in baptism touch the hearts of many
to offer themselves in priesthood, religious life
and other forms of service.
Give the parents and families of our diocese and parishes the
wisdom and courage to support young people
in searching for and following the call of God in their lives

Lenten Series of Reflections 2015 –
“Who am I before the Crucified Lord?”
The 2015 series of Lenten Reflections took place in the peaceful surroundings of the Sacred Space in
the Diocesan Pastoral Centre. The evenings began with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, followed
by Stations of the Cross, a reflection, time for private prayer and Benediction. The reflections
themselves were themed on the homily which Pope Francis delivered on Palm Sunday 2014 when he
called on the faithful, himself included, to look into their own hearts to see how they are living their
lives.
The seven week series began with young people from Cavan reflectively reading excerpts from Pope
Francis’ Palm Sunday 2014 homily. Over the successive weeks, short reflections were given by
Deacon Andy Brady (The Women of Jerusalem); Martina Gardiner, Pastoral Worker in the St. Brigid’s
Pastoral Area of Ballinamore, Corlough, Killeshandra and Carrigallen (Judas); Seán Coll, Diocesan
Pastoral Centre Director (Simon of Cyrene); Paula Gallagher from Rossinver (The Disciples who fell
asleep); and Deacon Damien Kivlehan (Caiaphas the High Priest). The series concluded with students
from St. Patrick’s College and Loreto College in Cavan leading a reflection on the Way of the Cross
which was led by their chaplain, Fr. Kevin Fay. A word of thanks to those who led the reflections and
those who attended.

Liam Lawton Workshops
Liam Lawton, the award-winning multi-platinum singer-songwriter, conducted two workshops
recently – one in the Diocesan Pastoral Centre in Cavan and the other in St. Clare’s Church in
Manorhamilton. Over 160 people attended over the two nights including some from the neighbouring
dioceses of Clogher, Raphoe, and Ardagh & Clonmacnois.
Liam is a priest of the Diocese of Kildare & Leighlin and resides in Carlow.. He currently holds the
position of Director of Sacred Music in his home diocese.
Many thanks to Fr. Oliver Kelly, PP Cloonclare-Killasnett, for putting the church in Manorhamilton at
our disposal and for the welcome hospitality afterwards.

Pictures from the Cavan workshop

Pictures from the workshop in Manorhamilton

Drumlane Parish to host Afternoon of Prayer for Healing
St. Mary's Church in Staghall will be the venue for an Afternoon of Prayer for Healing which the
Diocesan Pastoral Centre is organising in partnership with Aid to the Church in Need (Ireland) on
Monday 18 May 2015. The theme of the afternoon will focus on Christ’s invitation, 'Come to me, all
you who labour', and will be led by Fr. Michael Shields.
Fr Shields is a native born Alaskan priest ordained 32 years ago
for the Archdiocese of Anchorage, Alaska and now in the
Diocese of St Joseph, Far East Siberia, Russia. He has been deeply
inspired by Jesu Caritas, with a deep love for the Eucharist and
especially Eucharistic Adoration following the charism of Blessed
Charles De Foucauld. In 1994 after a 40 day retreat, and a two
year discernment, Fr Michael began a life under the spirituality of
Brother Charles in Magadan in Far East Siberia, which is a symbol
of the suffering of the Gulags (prison camps) of Stalin. He and some
other priests formed a small brotherhood called the Brothers of
the Heart of Jesus. The life included the call to “pray in the camps”
and to serve the re-emerging Church by preaching the Gospel from
the “roof top” of his life.
The provisional programme for the afternoon is as follows:
 3:00p.m. to 3:45p.m. - Opportunity for the Sacrament of Reconciliation
 4:00p.m. - Litany of Healing in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament exposed
 5:00p.m. - Talk by Fr. Michael after which those attending would have an opportunity to get
something to eat in one of the local hostelries in Belturbet and surrounding areas
 6:30p.m. to 7:15p.m. - Further opportunity for the Sacrament of Reconciliation
 7:30p.m. - Concelebrated Mass
All are welcome. Posters and further information will be circulated to parishes and posted on
diocesan/pastoral centre websites and social media in due course.

Formation Evenings for New and Current
Ministers of Holy Communion
Tuesday 19 May 2015 at 7:30p.m.
Fr. Enda Murphy
Tuesday 2 June 2015 at 7:30p.m.
Fr. Enda Murphy

Diocesan Pastoral
Centre Chapel in Cavan
St. Patrick’s Church,
Dromahair

Icon bequeathed to Pastoral Centre
The late Canon Eugene Dowd (1927-2012), Pastor Emeritus of Lurgan
(Virgina) parish, bequeathed an icon of the Good Shepherd to the
Diocesan Pastoral Centre which is now on display in the Sacred Space on
the first floor. The icon was presented to him in June 2012 as part of the
Maynooth Union celebrations that year to mark the 60th anniversary of
his priestly ordination.
May Canon Dowd now live in the fullness of life and enjoy the heavenly
rewards of his faithful earthly service to Christ, the Good Shepherd

Launch of Kilmore Diocesan Pastoral Plan 2015-2020
The new Diocesan Pastoral Plan 2015-2015 will be launched at a
special concelebrated Mass in St. Ninnidh’s Church, Derrylin, Co.
Fermanagh, at 3:00p.m. on the Feast of the Body and Blood of
Christ, Sunday 7 June 2015. The principal celebrant will be Most
Reverend Leo O’Reilly DD, Bishop of Kilmore.
The Plan has been devised in response to the deliberations and
discussions leading up to and during the Diocesan Assembly which
was held in St. Patrick’s College, Cavan, last October. The Assembly
Steering Group and the Diocesan Pastoral Council have
collaborated on the formulation of the plan.
Parishes will be informed of the arrangements for the Mass in due
course.

One-day Spirituality Workshop with Noirin ni Riain
planned for September
We are pleased to announce that Noirin ni Riain, the well-known Irish
spiritual singer and theologian, will facilitate a one-day workshop on
‘Exploring Spirituality’ in the Diocesan Pastoral Centre on Saturday 26
September next from 10:00a.m. to 5:00p.m. The workshop will include
reflections on scripture, poetry, chant, gentle movement, sharing and
humour. The day promises to be deeply transformative and moving for
all who attend. The cost of the workshop will be €50 which includes
refreshments and meals. Please contact the Centre for more information
or to book a place.
For more information on Noirin, log onto http://www.theosony.com/noirin-ni-riain/

Irish Church Music Association Summer School 2015
The Irish Church Music Association will host its 46th Summer School from 2 to 5 July 2015 in St.
Patrick’s College, Maynooth. The theme of this year’s event is “Pilgrims for Christ”. The 2015 guest
director is Andrew Reid who was an organ scholar at St. Matthew's, Northampton, at St. Catherine's
and Robinson Colleges, Cambridge and at Westminster Cathedral, before becoming Assistant Master
of Music at Westminster Cathedral. He moved on to Westminster Abbey where he was Sub Organist
and played at many national services. In 2004 he became Director of Music at Peterborough Cathedral
and also ran activities in the surrounding community such as "Sing Up" workshops for schools. His
career as an organist has included recordings of works by Widor, Kodaly, MacMillan and others and he
has given recitals in the UK, USA and Europe. These included the complete organ works of J.S. Bach in
one 25 hour recital. Andrew became Director of the Royal School of Church Music in 2012.
For further information:
Irish Church Music Association
National Centre for Liturgy
St Patrick's College
Maynooth
Co. Kildare
Tel: +353 (0)1 708 3478 … E-mail: enquiries@irishchurchmusicassociation.com

Days of Recollection for Clergy
Fr. Michael Drennan SJ conducted the first of two days of recollection for the clergy of the diocese in
the Pastoral Centre last month. The next one will take place on Wednesday 30 September 2015 and
will be led by Fr. Bryan Shortall, OFM Cap., Church Street, Dublin.

Congratulations to St. Patrick’s College on MacRory Cup Win
Well done to the management and panel members of the St. Patrick’s College Cavan team which
defeated St. Patrick’s College Dungannon in the recent Danske Bank Ulster Colleges MacRory Cup
Final, bridging a 43-year gap. While disappointment followed in the Masita Hogan Cup semi-final
when St. Pat’s were defeated by Pobalscoil Chorca Dhuibhne from Kerry on a scoreline of 1-14 to 1-11
after extra time, there can be no denying the enthusiasm, commitment and dedication shown by the
team members and their mentors. Well done, everyone.

A group of 15 parishioners from Killann participated in this 8-week introduction to the bible. The
study included a series of eight, half-hour videos presented by Jeff Cavins. Each video was followed by
a lively group discussion. Everyone who participated received a color-coded Bible Timeline Chart, as
well as a Bible study workbook. All those who participated said they had gained a new appreciation
for the role of Scripture as this brief course had turned reading the Bible from a daunting task to an
enjoyable experience.
A Quick Journey Through the Bible provides the clearest, easiest, and most accessible way to
understand Scripture. This study is suitable for both beginners and for those who are experienced at
Bible study, because it simplifies the complexity of the Bible through an easy-to-follow narrative
approach, and an ingenious colour-coded Bible Timeline. It is a great way for you to get the “big
picture” of Salvation History from the Catholic perspective, and to see how the Bible reveals God’s
loving plan for your life.

Some of the participants pictured with Fr. Michael Router, PP Bailieborough
This course was offered by the Kilmore Diocesan Pastoral Centre on a pilot basis. Given its success it
will be run again in the autumn. Watch this space and your parish newsletter for more details.

Proposed Statue of St. Patrick
for Pastoral Centre
With work progressing on the exterior of the Pastoral Centre, it has been
suggested that this would be a good time to consider putting a suitable
statue of St. Patrick in the niche over the front entrance to the building
and also, possibly, have the original clock mechanism repaired. While
provision was made by the architect of the building, William Hague, for a
statue to be placed in the space provided on the second floor facade, his
plan never came to fruition. It is considered that now might be an
opportune time to fulfil that plan with the scaffolding in place. The names
of benefactors will be enclosed in a special capsule beneath the statue.
Anyone wishing to make a donation towards this project is invited to
contact the Centre Director, Seán Coll.

Polish Bishops Announce Patron Saints for
World Youth Day 2016
The Bishops of Poland have issued a letter giving an update on the preparations
for World Youth Day 2016, in which they announced that the Patron Saints for
WYD2016 will be Saint John Paul II and Saint Faustina!
The letter states:
“World Youth Day is to be held on July 2016 in Krakow, Poland. And, at the same
time, the Polish Catholic Church will celebrate the 1,050 anniversary of its
baptism.
Pope Francis has invited the young people to Krakow, where the spring, the font
of the Divine Mercy, is located; a very effective medicine for the wounded hearts
of the youth.
Next to the Holy Father, we come today, dear young people, to invite you all to
the encounter with Jesus. He is the answer to all questions including the most
difficult ones.
Do not be concerned that, in the great community of the Church, you might lose
your individuality. The Church of the young is colourful, diverse and fascinating,
and there is a place in it for all of you. You are a very important part of it.
World Youth Day in Krakow can be for you the beginning of a great friendship
with Christ. You shall also experience that only love can free us, can heal us and
that Mercy is the only hope and salvation. Saint Faustina and Saint John Paul II,
the faithful apostles of the Divine Mercy, experienced it in the same way.
The patron Saints of this International Encounter of the Youth to be held in
Poland are Saint John Paul II and Saint Faustina.
To these two Apostles of the Divine Mercy, we are entrusting the Church in
Poland that is getting ready for the World Youth Day in 2016, and above all the
young people. Let us pray that through the intercession of these two Saints, you
will all experience the healing power of the message that from Krakow Lagiewniki is spread to the whole world.
Mary, Mother of Mercy, pray for us. Saint Faustina, pray for us. Saint John Paul II,
pray for us.
In this time of preparation for the World Youth Day, we bless you all.”

Launch of Diocesan World Youth Day 2016 Programme
Anyone aged 18 to 35 interested in being a member of the Kilmore
diocesan group going to Krakow for the World Youth Day
celebrations next year is invited to attend a launch evening in the
Diocesan Pastoral Centre on Saturday 16 May 2015 at 6:00p.m.
when the outline programme for the event will be circulated. Light
refreshments will be served afterwards. Each parish youth officer
will also be invited to attend. Please contact Fr. Enda Murphy at
the Centre on 4375004 (Extension 103) to register. Further
information will be circulated to parishes and posted on
diocesan/pastoral centre websites and social media in due course.

The Cry of the Earth: A Call to Action for Climate Justice
“And God saw everything that God made, and behold, it was very good.” – Genesis 1:30
In 2009 the Irish Bishops’ Conference published the pastoral
reflection The Cry of the Earth with the aim of stimulating and
resourcing dialogue and reflection on the critical questions posed
by the challenge of climate change. The reflection was inspired by
Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI’s Encyclical Letter Caritas in Veritate,
published earlier that year. Caritas in Veritate emphasised that the
‘environment is God’s gift to everyone, and in our use of it we have
a responsibility towards the poor, towards future generations and
towards humanity as a whole.’ This pastoral reflection proved to
be a valuable tool for those who are concerned about the impact of
climate change and want to take action to address its negative
consequences.
As more and more people in our society are becoming aware of the unjust impact of climate change on
some of the most vulnerable communities in our world, The Cry of the Earth has been updated with
supporting resources for dialogue at parish level, with a new title - The Cry of the Earth: A Call to
Action for Climate Justice.
Log onto www.catholicbishops.ie/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/The-Cry-of-the-Earth-A-Call-toAction-for-Climate-Justice-2014.pdf for full text etc.

Our Lady’s Shrine in Knock
For over 135 years, people have been making the pilgrimage journey to Knock Shrine in Co. Mayo in
search of peace, healing and reconciliation. Over the years, the Shrine has grown to meet the needs of
millions of pilgrims, each on their own personal faith journey. It has always been a place of welcome,
sanctuary and sacredness, where all are welcome to join together in prayer and worship.

The Apparition Gable

The story of Knock began on a wet evening on the 21st of
August, 1879 when fifteen ordinary people from the village
of Knock and surrounding areas, witnessed a miraculous
Apparition at the South gable of the Parish Church, or the
‘Old Church’ as it is affectionately known by locals. Giving
their testimonies, the witnesses described a heavenly vision
of Our Lady, St. Joseph, St. John the Evangelist and an Altar,
Cross and Lamb surrounded by Angels. The Apparition was
said to have lasted for two hours, during which time the
witnesses stood in prayer. One of the witnesses noticed that
although they themselves were soaked through, the gable
wall of the Church remained completely dry.

Many miracles and cures have been reported at Knock since the Apparition and people still come to
this sacred place in search of healing and reconciliation. Saint John Paul II visited Knock Shrine in
1979 to celebrate the centenary of the Apparition. Knock Shrine is set in beautiful landscaped gardens
incorporating five Churches where there are daily scheduled ceremonies including Masses and
Confessions. Today, Knock Shrine attracts over one and a half million pilgrims each year.
There are many wonderful services to be availed of at Knock Shrine. Pilgrims can take part in Prayer
Guidance, which is available each day throughout the pilgrimage season and allows pilgrims to
experience prayer with scripture. Each session is hosted by
a trained Prayer Guide and quiet time
is left so that, in silence, pilgrims can listen to God’s word.

The ‘HUB – Hear, Understand, Believe’ is a summer programme for young people visiting Knock
Shrine and includes daily programmes, a kids club and drop-in centre.
For those who are interested in history and want to learn more about Knock, a visit to the awardwinning Knock Museum is a must. Visitors can read through original witness testimonies and learn all
about life in 1879. The Museum is open daily from 10:00a.m. to 6:00p.m. Groups are welcome and
audio guides are available in several languages.
Café Le Chéile, located at Knock Museum, is an ideal place for visitors to pause and enjoy a range of
delicious meals and snacks while taking in the beautiful views and gardens at Knock Shrine. All food is
sourced locally and cooked on the premises by highly-trained and skilled chefs. ‘Le Chéile’ is the Irish
term for ‘together’ and ‘Café Le Chéile’ is a meeting place for people to come together and enjoy
delicious, freshly-prepared food. Special dietary requirements can be catered for. Café Le Chéile is a
member of The Restaurants Association of Ireland and is open daily.
Visitors can also take some time to browse through a wonderful collection of books and souvenirs at
the Knock Shrine Bookshop, take time to pray in the Apparition Chapel, the sacred place where the
Apparition was witnessed, or simply walk the beautiful and peaceful grounds and gardens at Knock
Shrine.
Most importantly, pilgrims can leave Knock feeling replenished, renewed and unburdened having
spent time at this special and unique place. For those wishing to prolong their stay, Knock House Hotel
is located beside Knock Shrine and is the ideal base for visiting pilgrims with friendly, welcoming staff,
excellent service and delicious food.
The Apparition at Knock was a silent one and each of us can find its unique meaning for ourselves.
The Annual Novena to Our Lady of Knock takes place from the 14 th-22nd of August. Ceremonies take
place at 3pm and 8.30pm in addition to a range of interesting seminars and workshops.
To find out about Mass Times, to light a candle, place a petition or shop online today , please log on to
www.knockshrine.ie. The telephone number is +353 94 93 88100 or you may email ay info@knockshrine.ie

National Faith Development Team convenes its first meeting
with leaders in Youth Ministry
A gathering for leaders working in the area of teen and young adult ministry was held today in Saint
Patrick’s College, Maynooth. Over sixty leaders representing Catholic Schools’ Trusts, Retreat Centres,
schools, University chaplaincy, parishes and Dioceses up and down the country met to discuss how
they might work more effectively together to share Gospel joy with young people in the Church.
Bishop Brendán Leahy, Co-Chair of the National Faith Development Team, who led the conversation
today, praised the dedication and hard work of those gathered. Bishop Leahy emphasised that there
was a need not just for “personal conversion to the life of communion but also ministerial conversion
in the way we do things. Working together in a planned and coordinated way can no longer be an
optional extra but needs to be at heart of our work and our planning.”
Kate Liffey, Coordinator of the National Faith Development Team, expressed her delight in the
event. “This is the first of what we in the National Faith Development Team, hope will be many such
conversations. The energy, interest and commitment of the group gathered today was really
heartening and speaks volumes about the desire of those gathered to reach out in ever more effective,
compassionate and real ways to young people”.
The National Faith Development Team was established in 2014 by the Irish Episcopal Conference to
encourage a nationally agreed approach to evangelisation in dioceses throughout Ireland. The diocese
was represented by Fr. Enda Murphy.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Date & Time

Activity

Venue

17 April 2015
7:30p.m.
24-25 April 2015

Family Tree Mass for
the Holy Souls
Accord Pre-Marriage
Course
Diocesan Eucharistic
Adoration Committee
Mass
Night Vigil for the SyroMalabar Community

Centre Chapel

27 April 2015
9:30a.m.
8 May 2015
9:30p.m. to 3:00a.m.
16 May 2015
6:00p.m.
18 May 2015
3:00p.m. to 9:00p.m.
19 May 2015
7:30p.m.
2 June 2015
7:30p.m.
2 – 19 June 2015
7 June 2015
3:00p.m.

Launch of Diocesan
World Youth Day 2016
Programme
Afternoon of Prayer for
Healing
Formation Evening for
Ministers of Holy
Communion – Existing
and New
Formation Evening for
Ministers of Holy
Communion – Existing
and New
Direction for Our Times
Summer School of
Holiness
Launch of Diocesan
Pastoral Plan 20152020

9 June 2015
10:00a.m. to 10:00p.m.

Visit of the Relics of St.
Oliver Plunkett

12 June 2015
9:30p.m. to 3:00a.m.
1 - 20 July 2015

Night Vigil for the SyroMalabar Community
Spanish Students
Summer School
Night Vigil for the SyroMalabar Community

10 July 2015
9:30p.m. to 3:00a.m.

Diocesan Pastoral
Centre
Centre Chapel

Guest Speaker
(if any)
Fr. Oliver Devine
(Meath Diocese)
Bishop Leo O’Reilly

Centre Chapel
Diocesan Pastoral
Centre
St. Mary’s Church,
Staghall, Belturbet
Centre Chapel

Fr. Michael Shields

St. Patrick’s Church,
Dromahair

Fr Enda Murphy

Fr Enda Murphy

DFOT Accommodation
Second Floor, DPC
St. Ninnidh’s Church,
Derrylin and St.
Ninnidh’s Hall,
Derrylin
Centre Chapel

Bishop Leo O’Reilly

Fr Enda Murphy
Fr. Tom McManus PP
Cardinal Seán Brady

Centre Chapel
Diocesan Pastoral
Centre
Centre Chapel

Please note that the Diocesan Pastoral Centre will be closed all day
on Monday 4 May and Monday 1 June 2015 (Public Holidays)

Centre Contact Directory:
Kilmore Diocesan Pastoral Centre, Cullies, Cavan
Telephone Numbers
049 4375004 or 00 353 49 4375004 (if dialling from Northern Ireland)
085 8743223 or 00 353 85 8743223 (if dialling from Northern Ireland)
Website: www.kilmoredpc.ie
 Accord Administration

Office Hours – Extension 101
Email: cavanaccord@eircom.net

 Caretaker

Pat Smith – via Centre Administration

 Centre Administration

Office Hours
Anne Clarke - Extension 100
Grainne O’Reilly - Extension 101
Email: pastoralcentre@kilmorediocese.ie

 Diocesan Finance Officer

Jennifer O’Reilly – Extension 107
Monday – Friday: 9:00a.m. to 5:00p.m.
Email: accounts@kilmorediocese.ie

 Director of Diocesan Pastoral Centre: Seán Coll – Extension 102
Direct Email: seancoll001@gmail.com
 Director of Pastoral Services including Youth Ministry:
Fr. Enda Murphy – Extension 103
Direct Email: endaemurphy@gmail.com
 Education Office:

Nancy Sheils – Extension 104
Mondays/Tuesdays/Fridays: 10:30a.m. - 1:30p.m.
Email: nsheils@eircom.net

 Marriage Tribunal Office:

Sr. Elizabeth Fee – Extension 106
Wednesdays – 9:30a.m. to 1:00p.m.
- 1:30p.m. to 4:30p.m.
Email: tribunal@kilmorediocese.ie

 Safeguarding:
Children & Vulnerable Adults

Coordinator: Suzie Duffy – Extension 105
Email: safeguardingchildren@kilmorediocese.ie

Pastoral Centre Opening Hours …
Office Hours:

Monday to Friday

Centre Hours for Meetings and Events:
Monday to Friday
Saturday & Sunday

– 9:00a.m. to 4:00p.m.
– 8:30a.m. to 10:30p.m.
– by arrangement

