INTRODUCTION ‐ Fr. Enda Murphy
Diocesan Director of Pastoral Services
and Youth Ministry

An Invitation to be part of the diocesan
group going to World Youth Day in
Cracow in 2016
“Lord Jesus, give me a free heart, that I
might not be a slave to all of the traps of the
world, that I might not be a slave of comfort, of
deception, that I might not be a slave of the good
life, that I might not be a slave of vice, that I might
not be a slave of a false liberty, which is doing
what I want in every moment”.
With these words Pope Francis sounded a
hope filled challenge to the young people of
Paraguay and beyond as he prepared to take his
leave of Latin America on Sunday 12 July. We all
want to be free, it’s a cornerstone of our way of
life, but if we are attentive to the words of the
Pope we hear about a different quality of
freedom. It is the freedom of heart that frees me
from doing what I want in every moment. In a
year’s time a group of young people will travel
from Kilmore to Krakow to be with Pope Francis
for World Youth Day. We hope that one or two
young people from each parish in the diocese
will be able to travel to Poland to share in what
promises to be a grace filled opportunity to
experience the Catholic Faith in all its wonderful
depth and breadth.

The young people who will go to Poland
will not be mere tourists or sightseers. They will
be pilgrims who will have gathered together
before travelling to pray and reflect in order that
they might be blessed with a free heart to
encounter the risen Christ. The trip to World
Youth Day could be a decisive moment for the
young people who decide to travel. It will take
them outside the echo chamber of the culture
they are used to and insert them into the living,
breathing and vibrant tradition of the faith. Most
of all it will help them to come to know Jesus
Christ. It will also enable them to become more
active and involved members of the Christian
Community. In the his words to the youth of
Paraguay Pope Francis repeated his call for the
young people to go home and “stir things up”,
saying “Stir things up, but also, help to order and
organize the agitation that you make”. In other
words the Pope is calling for both daring and
responsibility in young people and this means
the Church giving young people the space to be
creative, to organize and to take the lead. This is
the vision that our Diocesan Pastoral Plan has for
youth ministry in Kilmore.
If you are a young person aged between
18‐35 and you would like to go to world Youth
Day in Poland from 18th – 31st July 2016 contact
your local parish Youth Officer or Parish Priest
before the end of the summer. You will also find
some details about the trip in this edition of Glad
Tidings. Perhaps this prayer with which Pope
Francis concluded his address to the Paraguayan
youth will help you discern about travelling from
Kilmore to Krakow:
“I thank you because you gave us many
brothers and sisters…, who have encountered you,
Jesus, who know you, Jesus, who know that you,
their God, are their strength. Jesus I pray for the
young men and women who do not know that you
are their strength and who are afraid to live,
afraid to be happy, afraid to dream. Jesus, teach
them to dream. To dream great things, beautiful
things, things that, although they seem day‐to‐day,
are things that stretch the heart. Lord Jesus, give
us strength. Give us a free heart. Give us hope. Give
us love. And teach us to serve. Amen”.
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DIOCESE LAUNCHES
PASTORAL PLAN FOR THE
NEXT FIVE YEARS

There was an air of excitement, anticipation and
celebration as bishop, priests, religious and lay
people of the diocese of Kilmore gathered at St.
Ninnidh’s Church in Derrylin, Co. Fermanagh, on
Sunday 7 June last to mark the launch of the new
Diocesan Pastoral Plan 2015‐2020.

The plan was developed as a result of last year’s
Diocesan Assembly and the Listening Survey
which preceded it. The Assembly Steering
Committee and the Diocesan Pastoral Council
worked on the recommendations that emerged
to produce a pastoral plan for Kilmore for the
next five years.

The Bishop of Kilmore, Most Reverend
Leo O’Reilly, was the principal celebrant of Mass
and gave the homily on what was the Solemnity
of the Body and Blood of Jesus.
The
concelebrating priests processed to the church
from the nearby primary school and were led by
this year’s First Holy Communicants from the
host parish of Knockninny and a local piper,
Elaine Cassidy.

There was a guard of honour comprising of
representatives of the various groups and
organisations in the parish while young people
from the parish played music in the church
grounds as the congregation gathered.
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Rev. Damien Kivlehan; Bishop Leo O’Reilly; and Fr.
Fintan McKiernan. PP Knockninny

A view of the guard of honour before the Mass

A view of the sanctuary featuring the banner
designed by the parish to mark the launch of the
new Diocesan Pastoral Plan

Local young people who performed as the parish
representatives, priests, deacons, religious, and
representatives for the various diocesan
organisations arrived for the Mass

Bishop, priests, and deacons process into St.
Ninnidh’s for the celebration of the Mass

Local young musicians who played traditional airs
in the church before the Mass and also for the
dancers
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Donna Leonard from the Knockninny
Parish Pastoral Council welcomed all present.
Four young girls from the parish, accompanied
by local traditional musicians, performed a
liturgical dance entitled “A Celebration of the
Spirit” to symbolise the commitment, energy,
enthusiasm and vitality needed within the
diocese over the coming years.
It also
highlighted the active role youth need to play
within the Church of the future.

four deaneries in the diocese and two young
people from the Knockninny parish.
The
offertory gifts were presented by representatives
of the religious orders working in Kilmore while
Sharon Boyle gave the post‐communion
reflection.

Rev. Andy Brady reads the Gospel

Donna Leonard welcomes all present

A Celebration of the Spirit
John Paul Feely, Vice‐Chair of the
Diocesan Pastoral Council, read the first reading
while Mrs. Nancy Sheils, Diocesan Pastoral
Council Secretary, read the second reading.
Reverend Andy Brady (Deacon) read the Gospel
and Reverend Damian Kivlehan (Deacon) also
assisted on the altar. The Prayer of the Faithful
was offered by representatives from each of the

Local participants in the John Paul II
Awards Programme distributed copies of the
Mass booklet before Mass and circulated copies
of the Pastoral Plan as the congregation
dispersed at the end of Mass. Fr. Enda Murphy,
Diocesan Director of Pastoral Services and Youth
Ministry, was Master of Ceremonies assisted by
Seán Coll, Director of the Diocesan Pastoral
Centre, who was also responsible for overseeing
the logistics of the launch. The combined choirs
of St. Ninnidh’s (Derrylin) and St. Mary’s
(Teemore) in the Knockninny parish enhanced
the liturgy with their beautiful music which
befitted the occasion and was the source of much
favourable comment afterwards.
35 candles – one for each parish in
Kilmore – were lit in the sanctuary. These were
the same candles that were lit during the
Assembly Mass celebrated in the Cathedral of SS.
Patrick and Felim in Cavan the previous October.
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becoming a truly missionary community.
referred to the four main areas of the plan:
1. Youth
2. Sacraments, Liturgy & Prayer
3. Diocesan Structures in light
declining numbers of clergy; and
4. Support of Priests

He

of

A view of the sanctuary during the Eucharistic Prayer

In his homily, Bishop O’Reilly said that the
new plan provided a set of goals and objectives
which would hopefully be achieved in the
parishes and the diocese of Kilmore over the
next few years. He said that this was the third
such plan during his time as bishop of Kilmore so
far and that plans need to be kept upgraded to
meet the changing times we live in. “We can’t
keep doing things the way they used to be done”,
he said reechoing the view of Pope Francis. “The
Plan”, he said, “is an attempt to rethink goals,
structures and style of our mission in Kilmore”.
He commended the plan to each parish
community and asked that everyone read and
reflect on it, and that it should be a regular item
on Parish Pastoral Council agendas.
He
concluded by asking that everyone play their
part in implementing the plan in their
community and sphere of life so that “the
message of Christ may be proclaimed and that all
may have the opportunity to experience the joy
of the Gospel”.
Fr. Enda Murphy, in his address to the
congregation, reminded those present that the
Plan grew out of a listening survey conducted
over 18 months throughout the diocese which
fed into last October’s two‐day Diocesan
Assembly. He said that the concerns expressed
during those two days were reflected in the
structure of the plan which envisions Kilmore

Sharon Boyle reads the post communion reflection

Each of the four sections contains a
number of proposals with indicative timeframes
and a summary statement detailing what is
expected to be achieved in each area. Fr Murphy
said that the publication of the plan was not an
end in itself and that the real hard work begins
now in its implementation. He said that the
diocese has sought to give more formal
structures to the participation of lay people in
the life of the Church in Kilmore for many
decades. “There have been many frustrations
along the way”, he said, “and there will probably
be frustrations aplenty in the years to come.
Each of us, clergy and laity alike, are living
through an intense and important time for the
life of the Church. The tectonic plates of faith
and culture have shifted and the ground which
once appeared so solid under our feet has been
shaken”.
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The combined choirs of St. Ninnidh’s Church in
Derrylin and St. Mary’s Church, Teemore

Hospitality at its best!!!!

He reminded the congregation that 52 of
the 77 priests in the diocese are over the age of
60, and of the remaining 25, 4 are under 40, 10
are under 50, and 25 are under 60. He
concluded by encouraging those present to take
the plan with them as they left, to read it, and to
see how it can become a reality in the parishes
and the diocese.
Bishop O’Reilly paid tribute to local
parish priest, Fr. Fintan McKiernan, the local
Parish Pastoral Council in Knockninny, and
volunteers who put in a tremendous amount of
time and effort into preparing for the Mass,
launch and hospitality afterwards. Great care
was taken to ensure that everything went
smoothly and the level of attention to detail was
exemplary. Everyone certainly rose to the
challenge and this was evident throughout the
day with no aspect of the launch overlooked.

The Diocesan Pastoral Plan 2015‐2020 may
be accessed at www.kilmoredpc.ie/kilmore‐
diocesan‐pastoral‐plan‐2015‐2020/ Copies can
also be obtained by contacting the Centre.

Nearly 300 people were the guests of the
parish at a meal afterwards in St. Ninnidh’s Hall
nearby where more young local traditional
musicians performed. A great team of volunteers
ensured that everyone present was made feel
welcome and have an excellent meal. St John
Ambulance personnel were also in attendance
and their reassuring presence was appreciated.

There are a limited number of DVD’s of
the Launch Mass available from the Diocesan
Pastoral Centre, priced €10.

A recording of the Launch Mass can be found
on the Diocesan Pastoral Centre website,
www.kilmoredpc.ie. It can also be viewed on
www.mcnmedia.tv/recording/mass‐to‐mark‐
launch‐of‐kilmore‐diocesan‐pastoral‐plan‐2015‐
2020/

All photographs supplied are courtesy of
Noel Kerins of Bygone Memories (085 8552166).
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A Summary of the Diocesan
Pastoral Plan 2015‐2020

Members of the Knockninny Parish Pastoral Council
with Bishop Leo O’Reilly & Fr. Fintan McKiernan PP

On Creating Missionary Communities:
1. In order for the Pope’s dream of a
missionary Church to become a
reality in the diocese of Kilmore, this
pastoral plan will be a challenging
document. It cannot be otherwise or
the call to transform everything “so
that the Church’s customs, ways of
doing things, times and schedules,
language and structure can be
suitably
channelled
for
the
evangelisation of today’s world
rather than for her self‐preservation”
will go unheeded. (EG n. 27)
2. The listening survey carried out prior
to the Diocesan Assembly expressed
a hope for a Church that is closer to
the lives of its people.
The
discussions
at
the
Assembly
deepened this insight and, as a result,
four broad areas of pastoral action
and missionary activity were
identified:
i.
Youth Ministry
ii.
Sacraments, Liturgy & Prayer
iii.
Diocesan Structures in light of
declining priest numbers
iv.
Support for Priests

3. Any one of these areas could provide
the basis for a whole Pastoral Plan of
its own. However, these four areas
provide the basis for a thoroughgoing
reimagining of life and ministry in
Kilmore in the 21st century.
4. The resourcing of youth ministry and
liturgical formation will be of vital
importance if life is to be breathed
into the new structures that emerge.
Rather than settle for a list of
aspirations which founder on the
rock of no resources, this Pastoral
Plan suggests a fund‐raising strategy
be put in place so that an investment
is made in the true treasure of the
diocese, its Christian faithful.
5. Each parish in the diocese has a
Pastoral Council. This Pastoral Plan
recognises the work that they do and
calls on all Pastoral Councils to be
truly missionary in their outlook in
order to avoid what the Pope calls “a
tomb psychology [which] slowly
transforms Christians into mummies
in a museum.” (EG n. 83). In order
that they can achieve this, Pastoral
Councils will need on‐going training
and formation.
6. Parishes should have structures in
place to welcome new arrivals as well
as engage with those who no longer
practice the faith.
7. Pope Francis states “we need to
create still broader opportunities for
a more incisive female presence in
the Church” (EG n. 103). The Diocese
of Kilmore acknowledges the
indispensable role of women in the
running and functioning of the
Church throughout the diocese. In
the coming years the role of
committed women and men will be
even more important in spreading
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the Good News and keeping the flame
of faith alive in our parishes.
8. Many lay people in the diocese of
Kilmore have already availed of adult
faith development courses and
continue to do so. These courses
should be continued and expanded to
reach as many people as possible. In
addition to this, lay people with
relevant qualifications in theology
and pastoral work should be utilised
in more effective ways on both a
voluntary and paid basis.
On Youth
 A Youth Core Group will be
established by the end of summer
2015.
 Youth Ministers will be employed on
a regional basis in the diocese
beginning in 2016.
 Training in Youth Ministry skills will
be provided to Parish Youth Officers
beginning in Autumn 2015.
 The John Paul II Awards will be
promoted in every parish in the
diocese.
 More opportunities will be available
for young Catholics to participate in
pilgrimages from 2016 onwards.
 By 2020 the diocese will have a
strong youth ministry programme.
On Sacraments, Liturgy & Prayer
 A five‐year catechetical plan will be
developed
focussing
on
the
sacraments of initiation – Baptism,
Confirmation and Eucharist.
 The sacrament of reconciliation will
be re‐proposed as a tremendous
source of healing and mercy to
coincide with the Jubilee Year of
Mercy proclaimed by Pope Francis
beginning in December 2015.

 By 2020 each parish will have a
strong,
well‐trained
liturgy
group/team.
 The diocese will provide training for
these groups.
 These groups will seek to engage
positively with those who only attend
Church on major occasions.
 Sound Popular Piety will be fostered
and promoted in the diocese.
 Lay people will be trained to lead
services in the absence of an
ordained minister.
 Training
and
participation
in
Spiritual Direction / Accompaniment
will be provided by the diocese.

Members of the Diocesan Pastoral Council with
Bishop Leo at the Launch Mass:
From left to right: Nancy Sheils, Secretary; John
Paul Feely, Vice‐Chair; Bernie Reilly, Sr. Suzie
Duffy; Bishop Leo O’Reilly; Ann Rooney; Sr.
Kathleen Gormley; Thomas Kelly; and Fr. Enda
Murphy, Diocesan Director of Pastoral Services &
Youth Ministry

On Diocesan Structures in light of
Declining Priest Numbers:
 Fundamental change will take place
in diocesan structures and style of
ministry in light of the numbers
presented at the Diocesan Assembly.
 A committee will be established to
review Parishes and Pastoral Areas.
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 Working in a consultative manner,
this committee will make proposals
regarding the configuration of
Parishes and Pastoral Areas.
 The skills and expertise of lay people
will
be
further
utilised
in
administrative and pastoral settings.
 At national level, the bishop will work
with the Irish Catholic Bishops
Conference to explore ways of
bravely and courageously tackling
the issue of declining priest numbers.
 By 2020 we will have established a
structure which is missionary and
sustainable

Pictured at the launch of the Kilmore Diocesan
Plan in St. Ninnidh’s Church, Derrylin, on Sunday
7 June last are From left to right: Nancy Sheils,
Secretary of the Diocesan Pastoral Council; John
Paul Feely, Vice‐Chair of the Diocesan Pastoral
Council; Bishop Leo O’Reilly; Fr. Maurice
McMorrow, Chair of the Diocesan Pastoral
Council; Seán Coll, Director of the Kilmore
Diocesan Pastoral Council; and Fr. Enda
Murphy, Diocesan Director of Pastoral Services &
Youth Ministry

On Support for Priests:
 Care of priests will be greatly
enhanced if the restructuring
proposed in the previous section is
adopted.
 The Care of Priests Committee will be
given a renewed mandate.

 Lay people will be made aware of
their role in supporting the clergy.

Pictured with Bishop Leo at the launch of the
Kilmore Diocesan Pastoral Plan are
representatives from some of the religious
communities in the diocese (from left to right):
Sr Marie Fitzgerald (Mercy Order), Sr. Margaret
O’Donovan (Mercy Order), Sr. Susan Doughtery
(Missionary Sisters of the Holy Rosary
[Killeshandra]), Sr. Suzie Duffy (Loreto Order),
and Sr. Kathleen Gormley, Diocesan Vicar for
Religious (Mercy Order)

Most Holy Trinity, we long to share your
life of communion and grace.
Father, you so loved the world that you
gave us your Son.
Christ Jesus, you emptied yourself for us
on the cross and restored us to new life.
Holy Spirit, you have been poured out on
us to enliven our hearts and minds.
As our diocese prepares to implement
the new Pastoral Plan
open the hearts of all people of good will
to receive the joy of the Gospel,
so that we may all walk together, build
the kingdom
and profess our faith in the one God
who is Father, Son and Spirit now and
forever. Amen.
St. Patrick, pray for us.
St. Felim, pray for us.
[Adapted from Kilmore Diocesan
Assembly Prayer 2014]
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ORDINATION ANNIVERSARIES IN THE DIOCESE
We, in the Diocesan Pastoral Centre, wish to offer our sincere
congratulations, best wishes, and prayerful support to those priests of
the diocese who celebrate significant milestone anniversaries around
this time
Diamond Jubilarian
Canon Brian McNamara – ordained 5 March 1955
Golden Jubilarians
Fr. Owen Collins – ordained 20 June 1965
Monsignor Michael Cooke – ordained 20 June 1965
Fr. Felim Kelly – ordained 20 June 1965
Fr. Thomas Keogan – ordained 20 June 1965
40th Anniversary
Fr. Anthony Fagan – ordained 8 June 1975
Fr. John Phair – ordained 8 June 1975
30th Anniversary
Fr. Thomas McManus – ordained 25 August 1985
Silver Jubilarian
Fr. Gabriel Kelly – ordained 8 July 1990
We remember those jubilarians who have passed to their eternal reward:
Fr. Noel McIntyre – Diamond Jubilarian – ordained 19 June 1955
Fr. Patrick J. Flynn – 40th Anniversary ‐ ordained 8 June 1975
Fr. Seán McGoldrick – 30th Anniversary – ordained 16 June 1985
Lord Jesus, we your people pray to You for our priests. You have given them to us for OUR needs.
We pray for them in THEIR needs.
We know that You have made them priests in the likeness of your own priesthood. You have
consecrated them, set them aside, anointed them, filled them with the Holy Spirit, appointed them
to teach, to preach, to minister, to console, to forgive, and to feed us with Your Body and Blood.
Yet we know, too, that they are one with us and share our human weaknesses. We know too that
they are tempted to sin and discouragement, as are we, needing to be ministered to, as do we, to
be consoled and forgiven, as do we. Indeed, we thank You for choosing them from among us, so
that they understand us as we understand them, suffer with us and rejoice with us, worry with us
and trust with us, share our beings, our lives, our faith.
We ask that You give them this day the gift You gave Your chosen ones on the way to Emmaus:
Your presence in their hearts, Your holiness in their souls, Your joy in their spirits.
And let them see You face to face in the breaking of the Eucharistic Bread.
We pray to You, O Lord, with Mary, the mother of priests, for Your priests and for ours. Amen.
And may Fr. Noel, Fr. Pat Joe, and Fr. Seán, who have completed their pilgrim journey in this life,
now enjoy the happiness of eternal life in the presence of the Risen Lord.
We offer this prayer for our priests, who are our brothers and friends, through Christ, the Good
Shepherd and our Lord. Amen.
Adapted from ‘A Prayer for Priests’ by the late Cardinal John O’Connor of New York, 1995
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Experiencing World Youth Day
Killian Barrett from Teemore shares his thoughts on participating in World Youth Day
In just under a year’s time millions of young people, including hundreds from across Ireland, will make
the journey to the beautiful city of Krakow, Poland to celebrate the 14th World Youth Day. For those
readers who have not heard of World Youth Day before it is a worldwide encounter with our Pope which
is typically celebrated every three years in a different country. Many see it as a huge ‘Festival of Faith’ or,
in lighter terms, the ‘Catholic Oxegen’! Regardless of names, you are guaranteed to share an amazing
experience with young people from around our world who want to deepen their faith and grow closer to
Christ.
I have been very lucky to travel to two World Youth Days in Madrid, Spain in 2011 and to Rio De Janeiro,
Brazil in 2013. I aim to complete the ‘triple crown’ when I venture off to Krakow next summer.
In preparation for World Youth Day pilgrims spend an optional first week in a chosen adopted diocese
and then the second week at the World Youth Day festival itself. The days in our adopted dioceses involve
living with host families and immersing ourselves in their way of life. We learn about their culture,
communities and work with them on various local projects of faith. For example, we had the amazing
experience of visiting the deaf community of Madrid to learn how they celebrate Mass in sign language,
and, in Rio de Janeiro of visiting the harrowing reality of the Favelas. We saw first hand how people of
true faith and unselfishness are helping the poorest people of our world to rebuild their lives.

Killian at the altar space in Rio De Janeiro during the all‐night vigil with Pope Francis
Irish Pilgrims assembly at the Statue of Christ the King in Rio
The World Youth Day festival itself involves daily catechesis sessions where we learn about different
parts of our faith and how we can live it out in today’s world. The main events of the World Youth Day
celebrations involve welcoming the Pope to the host city to kick start the week’s activities, the
reenactment of the Stations of the Cross, an overnight Vigil with the Pope followed by the closing Mass
where the next host county is announced! (Here’s hoping for Ireland someday!) All of this may seem very
formal and structured but it must be remembered that all of these events, along with many more
throughout the week, involve plenty of music, dancing, craic, friendships, memories and a ‘buzz’ that you
will find nowhere else. If you can imagine the All‐Ireland Final day at Croke Park multiplied by 60 then
you may just get a feeling of the numbers involved and the atmosphere created! It’s HUGE!!
So what makes me continually go to World Youth Day? After all it doesn’t come cheap, so why would I put
in the time and effort to fundraise over a £1000 and take 2 weeks off work to travel to it? Would I not be
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better off spending my money on a week in Portugal, an inter‐railing ticket across Europe or even the
cost of a J1 Visa, I hear you thinking.
The answer is quite simply no. What you get
from World Youth Day is something you can’t get
from a sun holiday or a working visa. It is
something that only people who witness this
amazing occasion will understand for
themselves. Every World Youth Day is different.
You have a new city to explore, a new culture to
experience and a new group to get to know and
bond with over the many miles travelled and
hours spent together. However, one thing that
has remained unchanged for me is the comfort in
knowing that I am not alone in sharing my faith.
To celebrate Mass and the Blessed Sacrament
Over six million people attended the Pope’s Mass in
with over 3 million people in Cuatro Vientos air
Rio de Janeiro at the last World Youth Day
base Madrid and 6 million people on Copacabana
beach provided me with the hope, comfort and
courage to be proud of my Catholic identity. We
should not hide our faith, but through our youth
and exuberance, openly celebrate it, and indeed,
enjoy it. It is what makes us strong, what gives us
hope, and what we use in our day‐to‐day lives to
make our difficult decisions.

Irish World Youth Day participants visiting an
inspiring deaf community in Madrid in 2011

And so, as I participate each Sunday in my local
Church, filled with a few hundred people, to
celebrate Mass and receive our vitally important
food for the soul, I wait with anticipation and
excitement to once again celebrate our universal
faith with millions and millions of others.
Perhaps, I may see you there too.

This article was originally published by The Irish Catholic in its edition dated 9 July 2015 and is reproduced
with kind permission by the editor and the author
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From Kilmore to Krakow
Would you like to take part in World Youth Day 2016 or know someone who might?
Work has already begun on planning diocesan participation in next
year’s World Youth Day events in Krakow. The “From Kilmore to
Krakow” Programme was officially launched at a well‐attended event
in the Diocesan Pastoral Centre on Saturday 16 May last. Killian
Barrett from Teemore (who has written of his experience of previous
WYD’s in this edition of Glad Tidings) and Fr. Enda Murphy spoke at
the event. A small working group comprised of Fr. Enda Murphy, Seán
Coll and Fr. Rafal Siwek, CC Cavan, is co‐ordinating the planning for
the diocesan participation in World Youth Day 2016.
At time of writing, Kilmore pilgrims will fly out to Warsaw on 18 July 2016 and travel to the diocese of
Łódź to participate in the Youth Festival being organised there by the Chemin Neuf Community. We
know that the Archdiocese of Westminster in London are also going there as are pilgrims from other
English‐speaking dioceses across the world. The Łódź Youth Festival will comprise of a programme of
prayer, talks, sharing, visits and trips, cultural and sporting activities, fun and group activities, and social
events. Accommodation will be in student halls of residence that are very close to the town centre and the
Chemin Neuf Festival.
On Monday 25 July, the Kilmore pilgrims will move south to Krakow in a journey that will take around
three hours. The opening ceremony takes place on Tuesday 26th which will be presided over by the
Archbishop of Krakow, Cardinal Stanisław Dziwisz, who was Pope St. John Paul II’s private secretary. It is
estimated that over one million young people will be in attendance.
Each morning from Wednesday to Friday, the Kilmore pilgrims will participate in English‐speaking
events where they will mingle with Americans, Canadians, Australian, British and other English‐speaking
pilgrims and listen to a variety of inspiring talks. During the afternoon, there will be opportunities to visit
a range of spiritual, cultural and musical events scattered across the city and to participate in other
religious ceremonies.
Pope Francis is scheduled to arrive on the Thursday and will deliver an opening address at a prayer
service. There will be a special Stations of the Cross on the Friday evening. On Saturday morning,
pilgrims will walk around 10 kilometres to the site where there will be an all‐night Vigil which will begin
at dusk and will be attended by the Holy Father. The pilgrims will sleep in the open air and then
partipate in the Final Mass with Pope Francis and hear his thoughts on the World Youth Day coming to an
end.
To avoid queues at the airport on the journey home and to extend the Polish experience a little more,
Kilmore pilgrims will spend an extra day in the country and leave on Tuesday 2 August 2016.
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World Youth Day 2016 will take place during the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy which Pope Francis
announced recently.
The total price of the pilgrimage will be around €750 per person and will include all costs. Booking
Forms will be circulated to parishes in September.
Parishes are being encouraged to promote the pilgrimage and to consider offering sponsorship to anyone
wishing to participate in it.
It is hoped that between 70 and 100 pilgrims from the diocese will travel.
If you have any queries or would like additional information, please contact Fr. Enda on 049 4375005
(extension 103)

WORLD YOUTH DAY PRAYER 2016
God, merciful Father,
in your Son, Jesus Christ, you have revealed your love
and poured it out upon us in the Holy Spirit, the Comforter.
We entrust to you today the destiny of the world and of every man and woman.
We entrust to you in a special way young people of every language, people and nation:
guide and protect them as they walk the complex paths of the world today
and give them the grace to reap abundant fruits
from their experience of the Krakow World Youth Day.
Heavenly Father, grant that we may bear witness to your mercy.
Teach us how to convey the faith to those in doubt,
hope to those who are discouraged, love to those who feel indifferent,
forgiveness to those who have done wrong and joy to those who are unhappy.
Allow the spark of merciful love that you have enkindled within us
become a fire that can transform hearts and renew the face of the earth.
Mary, Mother of Mercy, pray for us.
Saint John Paul II, pray for us.
Saint Faustina, pray for us.

Young people from Cavan Parish pictured at a recent coffee and cake sale at the Cathedral which they
organised to raise funds to participate in World Youth Day 2016
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Priesthood Discernment Group
When: First Saturday of each month at 12 noon … Where: Butlersbridge
“Vocations are born in prayer and from prayer; and only through prayer can they persevere and bear fruit.”
(Pope Francis, April 2013)
Over the past few months, the priests on the Diocesan Vocations Committee have met on a monthly basis
to pray. Our hope is that this initial gathering will evolve into a group for men who are discerning a call to
the priesthood or religious life. As Pope Francis reminded us on Vocations Sunday in 2014: “No vocation
is born of itself or lives for itself. A vocation flows from the heart of God and blossoms in the good soil of
faithful people, in the experience of fraternal love.” Hopefully, our prayer group will provide a space for
men to hear the call of God in their hearts and that this will be achieved in a prayerful and supportive
environment.
Pope Francis invites those who are discerning the priesthood “to listen to and follow Jesus, and to allow
yourselves to be transformed interiorly by his words, which “are spirit and life.” The prayer group for
those discerning the priesthood will begin with Lectio Divina or Divine Reading. This is a way of praying
which consists of reading a passage from the bible and allowing it to sink into one's heart. People are then
free to share their thoughts and insights to the group.
It is clear from listening to people that there is a poor understanding of what a priest is and what he is
called to do. The prayer group will therefore explore the nature of the priesthood by reading and
discussing what the pope or other sources have to say on the topic and this process will hopefully inspire
those who are considering the priesthood to take the next step.
Pope Francis has emphasised the importance of priestly fraternity or camaraderie in his writings. He says
“fraternity needs to be discovered, loved, experienced, proclaimed and witnessed to. But only love,
bestowed as a gift from God, enables us to accept and fully experience fraternity.” If you are discerning a
vocation to the diocesan priesthood, you would be forgiven for thinking that you are the only person
considering the priesthood in our diocese! But the beauty of this discernment group is that it gives people
an opportunity to meet other people who are also thinking about the priesthood and they can be a
support to each other.
The pope affirmed on Vocations Sunday 2014 what people have saying and doing for years: “Behind and
before every vocation to the priesthood or to the consecrated life there is always the strong and intense
prayer of someone: a grandmother, a grandfather, a mother, a father, a community.... “ This quote should
inspire us all to double our efforts in praying for vocations to the priesthood. If you think you might have
a vocation to the priesthood, or are open to the possibility of being called, you are warmly invited to
attend one of our gatherings on the first Saturday of each month. The next meeting will take place on the
5th of September at 12 noon in Butlersbridge. If you are interested in attending, please contact Fr Sean
Maguire on 049‐4365266 or by email to frseanmaguire@gmail.com or Fr Johnnie Cusack on 071‐
9644050 or by email to frjcusack32@gmail.com.
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The 2015 Diocesan Pilgrimage to Our Lady's Shrine at Lourdes took place from Wednesday 27 May to
Monday 1 June last. Pilgrims left for the French shrine from Knock and Dublin airports. The
pilgrimage was led by Bishop Leo O'Reilly. As in previous years the pilgrims from Kilmore joined with
those from the diocese of Ardagh and Clonmacnois for some of the ceremonies. The Pilgrimage Director
was Fr. Kevin Fay, Priest‐in‐Residence, Lavey, and Chaplain to Loreto and St. Patrick’s Colleges in Cavan.
This year, a number of students from Carrigallen Vocational School accompanied the pilgrims and their
presence and assistance was greatly appreciated, especially by the sick and infirm pilgrims. This year
was the first year that the Diocesan Pastoral Centre provided administrative support to the pilgrimage in
partnership with Joe Walsh Tours. A word of thanks to Anne Clarke and Grainne O’Reilly in the Pastoral
Centre office who looked after the bookings etc this year.
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Becoming a Catholic in 2015!!!
by Anna Conroy – Kildallan Parish
As a mother of two teenage boys who, along with my husband, have done our best to nurture their
Catholic faith. I have to admit it has not always been an easy task. From the findings of our recent
diocesan assembly and the feedback from a variety of groups surveyed, it appears a lot of families are
struggling to keep their younger members engaged.
So when I was approached a couple of years ago by two young ladies who wanted my help in becoming
members of the Catholic Church, I was surprised! Honoured! And a tad nervous about the journey on
which we were about to embark.
In December 2013, after our chat about their wishes, Evelina and Greta Atmanaviciute first spoke to
Father Eamonn Lynch about being baptised into the Catholic faith. Philomena Maguire kindly agreed to
accompany the girls along with myself over the next two years. At Sunday Mass the whole congregation
watched with puzzled faces as our two new friends went for their weekly blessing at communion time.
But as the weeks passed the word spread about our new members, the curious worshipers introduced
themselves and the girls settled into the faithful family of Kildallan.
Philomena and I met the girls twice monthly when we prayed, explored our faith together and got to
know each other and our families. Father Lynch attended some of our meetings when he was available
and offered his views and helped in any way he could. I have to say the Maryvale Catechism class I attend
in the Pastoral Centre was a great help to me in preparing our sessions with our catechumens. It gave me
the confidence in my own faith and we were able to answer any questions the girls had. Anything we
couldn’t answer Father Enda Murphy was more than happy to supply the appropriate information.
I think the time we spent together was a learning process for the four of us. Yes, we looked to the books
for answers, prayers, guidance, but most importantly we came to know Jesus more deeply through our
sharing, caring and love, under the guidance of His Holy Spirit. When we entered the season of Lent this
year the girls became very much the focus for the whole parish. Father Donal Kilduff was really great
with them as he performed the three Sundays of Scrutiny. He explained to the whole congregation
beforehand what exactly this process meant and he brought the girls to the altar each Sunday as the
people joined him in the prayers. Evelina and Greta also came out on Friday evenings to pray The Way of
the Cross throughout Lent.

Photographs taken during the 2015 Easter Vigil in St. Dallan’s Church, Kildallan, celebrated
by Fr. Donal Kilduff, Priest‐in‐Residence and Diocesan Secretary
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On Holy Saturday night, when Father Kilduff baptised, confirmed and gave Evelina Grace and Greta Maria
their First Holy Communion, it was a truly beautiful experience for the whole community. The renewal of
our baptismal promises in 2015 held a deeper meaning than previous years as these two young women
brought us back to our own faith beginnings. Caroline and Eugene Sheridan became Greta Maria’s
godparents. (Greta’s boyfriend is their son Martin). My husband, Martin, and I are Evelina Grace’s
godparents. After the Mass ended that night, we had a party in the community centre in true Kildallan
style. It was a great night and the past two years have been a great experience for me. I am really proud of
the girls and I wish them well in their future and I know that under God’s protective care life will be good
to them.
Evelina’s Story
My baptism was beautiful. The priest and everyone were lovely and welcoming. I was very nervous at
first because I had to go up to the priest in front of all the people; but seeing how nice and welcoming the
people were, I was happy to go up and get baptised. My sister and I were happy to finally become
Catholic so we could learn more about God.
At the end of the baptism we had a big party in the hall and everyone one was congratulating us on
becoming Catholic and that was very nice. Becoming Catholic and being able to learn more about God is
an amazing feeling. I loved every minute of my baptism. It was an amazing experience. Anna and
Philomena were amazing at helping us prepare for our special day and taught us a lot through the whole
year. We are very thankful for them being there with us through it all.

Photographs taken during the parish celebrations afterwards
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ETHICAL & SHARED REMEMBERING

REMEMBERING A DECADE OF CHANGE AND VIOLENCE IN IRELAND 1912‐1922
Subject to sufficient numbers, the Diocesan Pastoral Centre hopes to host a short course on Ethical &
Shared Remembering: Remembering a Decade of Change and Violence in Ireland 1912‐1922 from October
to December 2015. The course is based on a programme pioneered by The Junction, a community
relations centre in Derry, and will be delivered by personnel from the Irish School of Ecumenics based at
Trinity College, Dublin.
Course Description
 Events occurred between 1912 and 1922 that have shaped Ireland, north and south, and still cast long
shadows over relationships. That decade of change and violence on the island of Ireland has left
legacies and there are themes and issues that still need to be addressed. The course specifically seeks
to deconstruct the ideological, philosophical, and religious views of the decade in order to reconstruct
an ethical value base for the 21st century.


Ethical remembering is about critical remembering in relation to the practice of the politics, religion,
class, and gender relations during the decade. Using a developed ethical template the course will
explore the key events of the decade, which are inseparable, interconnected and indivisible. The
approach will be interactive, in which all are educators and learners. The future is ever present in the
course as imagination is encouraged and used to envision a different future for Ireland.
Course Facilitators:
Dr. Johnston McMaster and Dr. Cathy Higgins ‐ Senior Researchers, Writers and
Educators with The Junction in Derry and Adjunct Assistant Professors with the
Irish School of Ecumenics, Trinity College Dublin
Course Content:
 Saturday 24 October 2015 – Ethical Framework and Ulster Covenant
 Saturday 14 November 2015 – Easter Rising, Blood Sacrifice and the Somme
 Saturday 5 December 2015 – War of Independence, Partition and Civil War
Time:
 9:30a.m
 12:30p.m approx.
 4:00p.m.

Tea/Coffee for 10:00a.m. start
Lunch (included in the cost)
Course concludes

Venue:

Kilmore Diocesan Pastoral Centre, Cullies, Cavan

Cost:

to be confirmed but will be kept to a minimum

A minimum of 15 participants is required to allow the course to proceed.
The maximum number is 40.
Ethical and Shared Remembering Resources will be on sale.

Please contact the Centre on 049 4375004 to register interest in
participating (without obligation)
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Relics of St. Oliver Plunkett visit the
Diocesan Pastoral Centre
Glorious Summer sunshine favoured the many
people from across the diocese of Kilmore and
neighbouring dioceses who travelled to the
Kilmore Diocesan Pastoral Centre in Cavan
during the visit of the relics of St. Oliver Plunkett
on Tuesday 9 June last.
The relics arrived at 10:00a.m. and were carried
in procession up the main avenue to the main
entrance of the Centre by members of the
Knights of St. Columbanus where Fr. Enda
Murphy, Diocesan Director of Pastoral Services
and Youth Ministry, led the liturgical
welcome. The procession then made its way to
the Centre Chapel where they remained for a
further 12 hours.
Knights of St. Columbanus from the diocese
maintained a vigil with the relics for the duration
of the visit and assisted with stewarding in the
chapel. They were assisted by brother Knights
from Monaghan and Drogheda.
Fr. Enda Murphy celebrated a lunchtime Mass in
the Chapel at 1:15p.m. for those doing
examinations. Fr. Tom McManus, PP Corlough
and Drumreilly Lower, celebrated an early‐
evening Mass at 5:45p.m. during which a new
musical setting of the Mass in honour of St.
Columban, composed by local Cavan composer,
Paul Flynn, was sung for the first time in
public. 2015 marks the 1,400th anniversary of
the death of St. Columban. The choir, directed by
Paul Flynn, comprised of members of the Cavan
Cathedral Choir, Cavan Singers, and the St.
Michael’s Church Choir in Enniskillen. Rev.
Damian Kivlehan, one of the diocese’s Permanent
Deacons, assisted.

Pictured before the Mass are Seán Coll, Centre
Director; Fr. Enda Murphy, Diocesan Director for
Pastoral Services & Youth Ministry; Cardinal Seán
Brady; and Rev. Andy Brady (Deacon).

Cardinal Seán Brady, Archbishop‐emeritus of
Armagh, a successor to St. Oliver Plunkett in the
see of Armagh and a native son of the diocese of
Kilmore, was the principal celebrant and
homilist at the 8:00p.m. Mass. He was assisted on
the altar by Rev. Andy Brady, the second of the
two Permanent Deacons. The music for this
Mass was provided by the Ballyconnell Folk
Group.
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Senior servers from Cavan Cathedral participated in all
the liturgies during the day. Knights and Centre
Personnel read the readings while local participants in
the Diocesan John Paul II Awards Programme read the
Prayer of the Faithful. Civil Defence personnel were on
duty during the day while Centre Staff and volunteers
looking after car parking and catering.
There were opportunities to avail of the Sacrament of
Reconciliation during the course of the day. A Novena
of Masses is currently being offered in honour of St.
Oliver Plunkett for the intentions of those who visited
the relics or who sent petitions into the Centre.
It is estimated that around a thousand people of all ages
visited the Centre during the course of the day before
the relics left just after 10:00p.m. following a short
farewell liturgy led by Fr. Murphy.

Cardinal Brady celebrates Mass in the
Centre Chapel assisted by Rev. Andy
Brady (Deacon)

This was the second year in succession that the relics
were in the Pastoral Centre. The visit was co‐ordinated
by Seán Coll, Centre Director, with the assistance of the
Knights of St. Columbanus in Drogheda and Cavan. It is
hoped that the visit of the relics will now become an
annual event.

Our thanks to Adrian Donohoe and Fr. Donal Kilduff for providing the photographs accompanying this
article.

2015 Annual National Grandparents Pilgrimage
The 2015 Annual National Grandparents Pilgrimage will take place at Knock Shrine on Sunday 13
September 2015. Ceremonies begin on 13th September with Anointing of the Sick with Music and Song
at 2.30pm. Mass will be celebrated at 3pm and is followed by the Rosary.
The chief celebrant and homilist will be Bishop Brendan Leahy, Bishop of Limerick. Music will be by Fr.
Liam Lawton and the Kildare and Leighlin Senior Diocesan Choir. Catherine Wiley who started the
pilgrimages here in 2006 and is the founder of the Catholic Grandparents Association will give the Post‐
Communion Reflection.
Request for prayers from children
The Catholic Grandparents Association asks for your help please! Each year in the run up to our National
Grandparents Pilgrimage at Knock we ask the children of Ireland to write a prayer for their Grandparents
and send it to us . The prayers can be sent to us individually or a school may want to send them in
together as an offering from the school as a whole The prayers would have to reach our office by 7
September. The prayers are displayed around the basilica on the day and will then be carried up to the
altar in the entry procession of the Mass. Children, their grandparents and their families are welcome to
join in the celebrations on 13 September.
Contact: Catholic Grandparents Association, Castlebar Street, Westport, Co. Mayo
Telephone: +353 (0)98 24877 … Email: info@CatholicGrandparentsAssociation.com
Office Hours: Monday ~ Friday; 2.30pm to 5.30pm
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Kilmore Diocesan Eucharistic Adoration Committee developed and re‐launched
A group of lay people, sent as delegates by parishes throughout the diocese of
Kilmore, was in formation and training over four months earlier this year as part of the development and
expansion of the Diocesan Eucharistic Adoration Committee.
This was organised and conducted by John Howard and Brendan Cleary of the National Committee of the
Apostolate of Eucharistic Adoration with the encouragement and support of Bishop Leo O’Reilly and the
priests of the diocese.
The Diocesan Committee was commissioned at a special Mass offered by Fr. Enda Murphy, Diocesan
Director of Pastoral Services, on the feast of St. Mark, Saturday 25 April 2015, in the Chapel of the
Diocesan Pastoral Centre in Cavan. He was assisted by Rev. Andy Brady, one of the permanent deacons in
the diocese of Kilmore.
This adoration committee is equipped and trained to set up a system of viable weekly adoration in any
parish of the diocese at the invitation of priests. Where a previous system exists, then the task
undertaken will be to strengthen and expand it.
Very promptly, several parishes have requested a weekend presentation from the committee. It is
expected that there will be a great uptake from parishes of the diocese in 2015, and eight contact teams
are now available to respond to parishes as they make contact.
The Chairperson of the new Diocesan Eucharistic Adoration Committee is Anna Grogan, Carrickane,
Cavan, who may be contacted on 049 4331184 or 087 9979743.
For further information, please write to: Concepta Lynch, Secretary, Kilmore Diocesan Adoration
Committee, 1 Glen Alainn, Mullagh, Co. Cavan, telephone 046 9286006 or 087 6624587 or email:
conceptalynch@gmail.com

Front from left to right: Concepta Lynch, John McMorrow, Deacon Andy Brady, Fr Enda Murphy, Anna
Grogan and James Conaty. Second row from left to right: Kitty Keogh, Marion Lynch, Corinna Brown, Anne
Prior, Anna McAveety, Loreta McDermott, Agnes Smith, Mary Flanagan, Rita Rudden, Elizabeth Cassidy,
Rosemary Freehill and May McManus. Third row from left to right: Nancy Mannion, Maureen Devlin, Mary
O'Reilly, Mary Meehan, Michael Cassidy, Tony Smith, Hugh Cosgrove, Thomas Cassidy and Monica Tuite.
Back row from left to right: Brendan Cleary (Co‐ordinator of Training & Development ‐ National
Committee), Brendan Owens, Bertie Brady, Joe Gogarty, Pat Morgan, PJ Keogh, Thomas Dineen, Oliver Callan
and Kieran Kelly. Photo: Lorraine Teevan
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LISTENING WITH THE EAR OF THE HEART
New Ways to Encounter the Divine
Workshop with Nóirín Ní Riain
Saturday 27 September 2015 – Diocesan Pastoral Centre, cavan
Nóirín Ní Riain, the world acclaimed spiritual singer and theologian will
facilitate a unique one‐day Exploration of Spirituality workshop in the
Diocesan Pastoral Centre on Saturday 27 September 2015 beginning at
10:00a.m.
The workshop is available for everyone who is seeking peace, spirituality and
comfort in their lives and in their relationship with God. The workshop will
include reflections on scripture, poetry, chant, gentle movement, sharing and
humour.
God is omnipresent in our every experience although we have somehow
forgotten how to really listen to that presence in our inner world.
During the workshop, participants will imagine and explore how to really
listen and respond to that urgent, subtle, secret, Divine energy that is a
possibility for each one of us and awaits us until we were ready to emerge.
The workshop promises to bring us closer to renewing the power, the
healing, the imagination which frames so much of life through story, song
and prayer.
It will be a day for ‘heart’ matters when the ‘ear of the heart’ is the spring through which God is invoked
and called forth.
Nóirín will lead participants very gently through the day to acknowledge and give thanks for the great
gifts that belong to each one of us.
In her own nourishing and light‐hearted way, Nóirín will open those attending out to embrace and
harvest the tenuous realms of change in our own hearts at this Autumn threshold of nature’s mantle
around us.
This is a day for every seeker and searcher and absolutely no qualification or skill is required. Simply
bring a heart willing and open to the shorelines of a new world of experience, a new path of gracious
presence.
Nóirín Ní Riain is an internationally acclaimed Irish singer of spiritual songs from many traditions, a
theologian and author. She has performed worldwide and her many recordings continue to attract a very
wide and constant listening audience. Her book ‘Listen with the Ear of the Heart: An Autobiography’,
published in 2010, was widely acclaimed and was also selected as one of the Great Irish Books of the Year
2009.

Cost per participant: €50 which includes refreshments and a light lunch (paid in advance)
A minimum of 15 participants is required to allow the workshop to proceed.

Please contact the Centre on 049 4375004 before Friday 11 September 2015 to
register interest in participating or top book place
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Opening of Extension to St. Clare’s Comprehensive School, Manorhamilton
St Clare’s Comprehensive School celebrated the opening of the new four room extension on Friday 1 May
last. It was a glorious sunny day and the sunshine reflected the great mood in St. Clare’s Comprehensive
that day. The celebrations began with a warm welcome by the Head Girl, Emma Coyle, and the Head Boy,
Jack Cavaliero. The message was simple ‐ the students of St. Clare’s are extremely proud of their school
and delighted to have an opportunity to show it off.
Bishop Leo O’Reilly, as Patron of the St Clare’s, was the chief celebrant and was ably assisted by Fr Thos
Keogan (Chairperson of the Board of Management) and Fr John Quinn. Bishop O’Reilly complimented Fr
John Sexton and Mr J Martin on the very apt readings which focused on the themes of Learning, Listening
and Love. The Transition Year choir sang beautifully under the instruction of Ms Sarah Beirne.

Bishop Leo celebrates Mass with Fr. Keogan and blesses the extension assisted by Fr. Quinn & Fr. Keogan
The principal, Mr John Irwin, spoke and was effusive in his praise of the main student body and staff of St
Clare’s and reiterated the themes of the positive learning ethos of St. Clare’s and the importance of self‐
belief and taking responsibility to achieve goals throughout life to reach one’s true potential. Mr Irwin
also thanked Mr John Fahy, Mr Eugene Kelly and Mr Barry McMenamin for their hard work through the
construction of the building, Mr Tony McLoughlin for his tireless support in succeeding with the
application and Ms Ceola McGowan for her hard work and dedication in leading the project. Delivery of
this project is particularly commendable when consideration
is given to the recent turbulent financial history of our country.
Mr Irwin took the opportunity to ask for support for the
upcoming attempts to raise funding to re‐surface the Athletics
Track.

Ceola McGowan, Vice‐Principal; Bishop
Leo O’Reilly; Tony McLoughlin T.D; John
Irwin, Principal; and Barry
McMenamin, Contractor

Invited guests included members of the local clergy, our local
elected public representatives: Mr Felim Gurn, Mr Frank Dolan,
Mr Padraig Fallon, Mr Justin Warnock, Mr Seán McDermott, Mr
Tony McLoughlin TD, Mr Michael Colreavy TD, Senator Michael
Comiskey; past and present members of the Board of
Management and the Parents’ Council, Mr John Fahy
(Architect), Mr Barry McMenamin (Contractor), and principals
of the local Primary Schools.
Following the Mass, Mr Tony McLoughlin TD spoke briefly
complimenting the school on its reputation and standing in the
community and how impressive the student body were as
representatives of the school. He reiterated his support for the
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next school project, the over‐due upgrading of the Athletics Track. He
then cut the green and gold ribbon and the Bishop blessed the entire
building. The crowd adjourned for refreshments provided by the
School canteen, a delicious array befitting such a thoroughly enjoyable
occasion, a historic day for St Clare’s Comprehensive.
Photographs kindly supplied by the school.

Cavan Corpus Christi Procession 2015

The Eucharistic Procession which took place through Cavan Town on Sunday 7 June last, the Feast of
Corpus Christi, was a great success. The Organising Committee are very grateful to the many people who
contributed to the occasion: Fr Rafel Siwek C.C. for leading the procession, Rev. Andy Brady (Deacon),
the altar servers, Gerry the Sacristan, Jenny Harte the Parish Pastoral Assistant, the ushers who
organised the procession so efficiently and the Gardai who did traffic duty. A special word of thanks to
the young people who took part, the members of the Knights of St Columbanus who prepared and carried
the canopy, and all other civic/lay apostolate groups and individuals.

The next edition of Glad Tidings will be published and circulated to parishes in
mid‐November 2015 in time for Advent. The deadline for receipt of articles,
photographs etc is 12 noon on Friday 6 November 2015
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Day of Recollection for Priests
The next Day of Recollection for Priests will take place on Wednesday 30 September 2015 from 11:00a.m.
to 3:30p.m. and will be led by Fr. Bryan Shortall, OFM Cap., Church Street, Dublin.

National Heritage Week 2015
Tuesday 25 August 2015
Guest Lecture in the Diocesan Pastoral Centre at
8:00p.m. by Fr. Liam Kelly
Holy Trinity Priory, Lough Oughter, 1237 to 1600
ALL WELCOME

Medjugorje Afternoon of Prayer
Pastoral Centre Chapel
Sunday 30 August 2015 from 3:00p.m. to 6:30p.m.
Conducted by Fr. Matthew Martinez OP,
Newbridge College, Newbridge, Co. Kildare
Family Tree Healing Mass
Pastoral Centre Chapel
Friday 23 October 2015 at 7:00p.m.
Celebrant: Fr. Oliver Devine (Diocese of Meath)
Series of Talks on The Four Gospels – Following in the Footsteps of Jesus
Fr. Maurice Hogan SSC, former Professor of Scripture at Maynooth and
current Director of World Missions Ireland, has recently published a
book entitled The Four Gospels – Following in the Footsteps of Jesus.
Fr. Hogan, a Columban priest, has kindly agreed to give a series talks
on the four gospels on Tuesday 13, Tuesday 20, and Tuesday 27
October and Tuesday 3 November in the Diocesan Pastoral Centre at
7:45p.m. each evening. The talks are aimed at priests, deacons,
religious, teachers, and especially Ministers of the Word in parishes,
though they are open to anyone interested in learning more about the
four Gospels. Copies of Fr. Hogan’s book will be on sale. Subscription
each evening: €5
Dates for formation evenings for Ministers of the Word during 2016
will be circulated to parishes in due course as will additional
information on Fr. Hogan’s talks.
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MacRory Cup returns to Cavan
The MacRory Cup returned for a visit to the old
college building ‐ now the Diocesan Pastoral
Centre ‐ 43 years since St. Patrick's College
(Cavan) last won it. The MacRory Cup is the most
coveted prize in Ulster Schools and is second
only to the Ulster Senior Football Inter‐county
Championship in terms of history, prestige,
standards, and public acclaim. Well done again to
management and team. Pictured are Pierce
Smith (Joint Captain), Seán Coll (Centre
Director), Fr. Kevin Fay (Team Management),
and Cian McManus (Joint Captain). Photograph
by Lorraine Teevan.

Formation Evenings for Ministers of Holy Communion
Ministers of Holy Communion throughout the diocese gathered for
two special formation evenings which were held in the Diocesan
Pastoral Centre and St. Patrick’s Church, Dromahair, recently. Both
were conducted by Fr. Enda Murphy, Diocesan Director for Pastoral
Services and Youth Ministry. Dates for the formation evenings in
2016 will be circulated to parishes in due course.

National Eucharistic Congress to be held in Knock in September
A National Eucharistic Congress will be held in Knock in
September the Irish Bishop Conference has announced.
The Eucharistic Congress will be held on Saturday 26
and Sunday 27 September 2015 at the Co. Mayo Shrine.
It is intended to be an opportunity to reflect on the
fruits of the 50th International Eucharistic Congress,
which was held in Dublin in 2012, and a spiritual
preparation for the next International Congress,
scheduled to take place in Cebu, Philippines, in January
2016.
According to the Bishops, the context in which the National Congress will be celebrated includes the
Synod of Bishops on the “Vocation and Mission of the Family” which will take place in the Vatican during
October, as well as the Year of Consecrated Life.
It is hoped that a pilgrim group from Ireland will participate in the 51st International Eucharistic
Congress in Cebu.
The last National Eucharistic Congress in Ireland was celebrated at the Marian Shrine in Knock during
June 2011 and it marked the one year countdown to the 50th International Congress 2012 in Dublin.
Glad Tidings – Summer 2015

Page 27

JOHN TACKNEY 1950 – 2015
Patsy Lee pays tribute to his colleague and friend who was familiar to Sunday
morning listeners to Northern Sound
John Tackney was born in Cootehill in 1950.
This is how he described arriving at Cohaw National School at the age of five : ‘A
warm drizzle softening the corners of the midsummer morning. Walking the two miles
or so, wide eyed. Finally arriving, climbing the well trodden steps, entering the pre‐
electric, wet morning gloom of the classroom, the smells of chalk and dust and damp
assailing the senses, an aromatic tripwire laid for future recollection’.
John’s second level education began in 1963 at St Patrick’s College, Cavan. ‘A County Council Scholarship
imprisoned me, a boarder.’ So, he soon felt that ‘a terrible mistake had been made’ and left after one year.
Continuing his education at St Michael’s and St Aidan’s in Cootehill, John discovered the lyrics of Bob
Dylan, the Beatles and the Psychedelic movement, I Ching and Zen. Perhaps the greatest literary
influence on John was the writing of Patrick Kavanagh, followed later by that of Seamus Heaney and other
poets like Noel Monahan.
His training as a TV engineer in the 1970s culminated in the opening of Steen and Tackney in Clones.
John married Olive and they raised five children in Clones and at Caldry, Cootehill. He was very much a
family man.
John Tackney had an extraordinary mind. That mind was greatly shaped by his discovery of Bertrand
Russell’s A History of Western Philosophy. It inspired him to explore language and writing. In the Eighties
John joined a creative writing group in Clones with Leland Bardwell as tutor. After retiring from the TV
business in 2003 and in 2012 from a stint with a bakery, John published a number of articles/stories with
www.writing.ie and his delightful style is well worth reading.
My earliest memory of John’s association with Northern Sound Radio is his contribution to Thoughts for
the Day. His thoughts reflected an enquiring mind and left us curious about this individual. John joined
our sizeable Religious Department and worked from the 1990s with Fr Michael Cooke and a variety of
Priest Producers. It was a privilege to work with John over all those years. Eventually our Department
dwindled in size (Rev Jean Mackeral moved to her popular Sunday night programme, Airs and Graces)
until only John and I were regulars at the Northern Sound end of the station now known as Shannonside‐
Northern Sound.
I have to say that John alone became the constant that ensured the continuation of religious magazine
broadcasting in our region when our Lifetime Programme amalgamated with Shannonside and became
known as Side by Side at 10am on Sunday mornings. John always met the rigid deadline for uploading
interviews and music early each week and well ahead of broadcast time. The technical side of
broadcasting and recording came natural to him as it changed from chunky reel‐to‐reel tapes to CDs, to
mini‐discs and to the current computer software. He always shied away from the title of Producer even
though he was effectively in that position for years at our end.
John worked over the years in three different studios in Cavan Town and in three studios in Monaghan
Town. He also went mobile from time to time and he set up studio in a variety of halls and sitting rooms,
including my own.
John Tackney died as he lived, being a good man and a good husband/father/grandfather. He was just
short of his 65th birthday. He had gone to England with Olive in February of this year to look after family.
I recall how he phoned me before leaving to assure me that sufficient recorded material had been
submitted to last for a number of weeks. The next communication from him came in the form of an email
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telling me that he had been in intensive care for three weeks in Kettering and letting me know that he
would have to give up the radio work whenever he got back on his feet. Unfortunately, within days John
had lost the battle and died on 10th April.
His funeral took place some weeks later in his beloved Cootehill where many of us, his former colleagues,
joined in mourning his loss along with his beloved Olive and his extended family.
John must have loved the final moments when Fr Paul Casey replaced the traditional Rosary at his
graveside with an invitation to listen to the birds singing around us. In pure prayer they performed on
cue as they had often done for John on his woodland walks with his wife and family.
The Diocese of Kilmore and the Diocese of Clogher are deeply indebted to John Tackney for presenting so
much of The Good News over the airwaves for almost a quarter of a century. John, you are missed so
much.
Editor’s Note – The Pastoral Centre Team offers its deepest sympathy to John’s wife, Olive; Daughters: Jenny,
Suzette, Louise and Christina; and Son: John, on their sad loss. We wish to acknowledge the support John
gave to the Centre, his courtesy, and his interest in our work down through the years. May he rest in peace.

Afternoon of Prayer for Healing hosted by Drumlane Parish
A large congregation attended St. Mary's Church in Staghall for
an Afternoon of Prayer for Healing on Monday 18 May last led
by Fr. Michael Shields, an American priest now working in Far
East Siberia. The afternoon was organised by the Diocesan
Pastoral Centre in partnership with Aid to the Church in Need
(Ireland). The theme focussed on Christ’s invitation, 'Come to
me, all you who labour', and will be led by Fr. Michael Shields.
Many availed of the Sacrament of Reconciliation throughout
the afternoon which begun at 3:00p.m. and concluded with
7:30p.m. Mass. A Litany of Healing was recited in the presence
of the Blessed Sacrament exposed after which Fr. Michael gave
an inspirational talk.
It is hoped that Fr. Michael will visit the diocese again in 2016.

Successful Parish Mission in Ballaghameehan Parish
The Ballaghameehan Parish Pastoral Council decided in late 2014 to organise a Mission in Spring 2015.
After consultation with the Redemptorist Fathers, it was decided that the Mission would be held during
the last week of April. The Mission Team consisted of Fr. Laurence Gallagher CSsR, Fr. Denis Luddy CSsR,
and Sarah Smyth.
In preparation for the Mission, Fr. Laurence came to a Pastoral Council meeting where a discussion took
place on a variety of topics including publicity for the forthcoming Mission, a schedule for the times and
location of the Masses, and topics that the Pastoral Council would like covered during the Mission.
Arrangements were made for a Penitential Service, Visitation of the Sick and Housebound, a walking
pilgrimage to an ancient cemetery in the parish, an all‐night vigil, Anointing of the Sick, visitation of the
schools, catering arrangements etc. Fr. Laurence’s enthusiasm was infectious and members went home
determined to make this Mission the most successful ever.
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Near the time of the Mission, every house in the parish
was visited by members of the Pastoral Council and
other volunteers who invited every family to attend the
Mission. They were given a copy of the Mission Prayer,
the Mission timetable and a candle bearing the Mission
logo.
Masses during the week were at 7:00a.m. in
Ballaghameehan Church and at 10:00a.m. in
Kiltyclogher Church. The evening ceremony was at
8:00p.m. on alternate days in either church. After the
10:00a.m. mass, two ladies volunteered to provide a cup
of tea in the new Heritage Centre in Kiltyclogher. The
enabled parishioners to meet in a relaxed atmosphere
and it was much appreciated by everyone, including
visitors from the neighbouring diocese of Clogher
across the border.

St. Patrick’s Church in Kiltyclogher prepared
for the 2015 Ballaghameehan Parish Mission

Two major social events during the week were the
provision of refreshments in the new Ballaghameehan
Community Centre following the Mass of the Sick and
the Social in Kiltyclogher Community Centre on the
closing night of the Mission. One of the greatest
successes of the Mission was the hard work undertaken
by a large number of volunteers including those who
publicised the Mission, those who catered, the drivers
who provided transport, the musicians, especially the
priests of the parish – Fr. Farrelly PP and Fr Doyle, and
of course the Mission Team who gave so generously and
so cheerfully of their time.

The general reaction was that it was a very worthwhile experience for all those who attended and, just to
prove that the Good Lord was pleased with our efforts, the sun shone brightly for the whole week.

Pause for Thought … On being called to Mission by Blessed John Henry Cardinal Newman
God has created me to do Him some definite service. He has committed some
work to me which He has not committed to another. I have my mission. I may
never know it in this life, but shall be told it in the next. I am a link in a chain,
a bond of connection between persons.
He has not created me for naught. I shall do good; I shall do His work.
I shall be an angel of peace, a preacher of truth in my own place, while not
intending it if I do but keep His commandments.
Therefore, I will trust Him. Whatever I am, I can never be thrown away. If I am in sickness, my sickness
may serve Him, in perplexity, my perplexity may serve Him. If I am in sorrow, my sorrow may serve Him.
My sickness or perplexity may be necessary causes of some great end, which is quite beyond us.
He does nothing in vain. He may prolong my life. He may shorten it. He knows what He is about. He may
take away my friends. He may throw me among strangers. He may make me feel desolate, make my
spirits sink, hide my future from me. Still, He knows what He is about.
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Cavan Parish hosts Alpha Course
For 10 weeks, up to 35 people gathered once a week from just after Easter until the middle of June to take
part in the Alpha Course held at the Pastoral Centre. The participants came from Cavan parish and the
neighbouring parishes. It was a wonderful faith filled experience for all.
Alpha is a series of interactive sessions that explore the basic beliefs of Christianity in a friendly
environment. Each evening began with a light meal. Then the participants watched a video presentation
on the topic for the night and afterwards in small groups the topic was reflected upon. Participants were
encouraged to stay in the same small group for the ten sessions. As the weeks went by barriers broke
down, sharing deepened, trust grew and friendships were forged.
The topics for discussion over the ten weeks included: ‘who is Jesus?’,’ how do we pray?’, the Bible, the
problem of evil, ‘does God heal today?’ and more. In short the core basic beliefs that are common to all
Christians formed the basis of the talks.

Pictured above are participants in the recent Alpha Course held in Cavan
The talks are integral to Alpha. But the meal at the beginning was equally important. The sharing of food
and the chatting that accompanied it seemed to bond people together. The small group discussions gave
people an opportunity to talk about faith in an open and honest way.
The ten weeks flew and all those who took part felt the better for it. The feedback suggested strongly that
people had grown in their relation with Jesus Christ and in their understanding of the faith.
Alpha is a wonderful way for a parish or a group of people to commence that important conversation
about faith. It is particularly accessible for younger adults. We plan to continue it next year in our parish
for a new group of people and all will be welcome. Some other parishes throughout the Diocese are also
planning to run Alpha. If you get an opportunity to attend, grab it, and you will not regret it.
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Belturbet celebrates very successful Parish Mission
Members from St. Patrick’s Community, Gowel, Carrick‐on‐Shannon, recently led a Parish Mission
in the Church of the Immaculate Conception, Belturbet, from 11 to 15 May last at the invitation of the
local Parish Priest, Monsignor Michael Cooke, and the Parish Pastoral Council.
St. Patrick’s Community was established thirteen years ago by John Pridmore, a native of London
and now a full‐time lay Catholic evangelist. John and his voluntary team of lay people work to promote
the Gospel, and have given over two hundred Missions, healing retreats and talks in churches and schools
throughout Ireland, England and abroad.
This year, John was assisted by Niall Slattery and
Emmanuel from London as well as Catherine
Leigh from Co. Laois, a member of the Irish
Youth 2000 Prayer Group. The theme of the
Mission was God’s Love, Mercy, Healing and
Reconciliation and its relevance in each of our
lives. Also God’s gift of Mary and her great love
for all her children.

Pictured from left to right: Monsignor Michael
Cooke, Emmanuel, Catherine, Niall, and Fr.
Charlie Heerey

This was a wonderful and challenging five‐day
Mission for the parish, beginning each morning
with an early 7:00a.m. call to Holy Mass,
celebrated by Monsignor Michael Cooke and Fr.
Charlie Heerey, assisted by priests from the
neighbouring parishes for the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, concluding each evening with
Benediction.

On the opening night, John gave an extraordinary but inspirational story of his journey from
Gangland to the Promised Land. He shared a journey of drifting away from the Faith and his Church, to
living for many years a dark and meaningless life on drugs, organised crime, power and corruption on the
streets of London.
John’s life was to change through an invitation to a Youth 2000 retreat. Through the power of the
Holy Spirit, he came to a deep understanding of God’s love and mercy and encountered a personal
relationship with Jesus.
Neil, Catherine and Emmanuel’s gentle presentations through sharing and scripture readings,
enhanced by sacred music and hymns from organist Earnan Gilleran and the local church choir, brought
great hope and peace to the large congregation present, especially the re‐assurance of Jesus’ words: “Be
not afraid, for I am with you always”.
The Team visited the schools in the parish and received a warm welcome from the teachers,
pupils, and the local Sisters of Mercy.
As a token of appreciation, the congregation made a generous contribution to support their
evangelisation ministry. In the spirit of celebration, they were also presented with a cake on behalf of the
parishioners.
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AM I TOO LATE TO SAY “YES”?
Fr. Johnnie Cusack, CC Ballinamore and Diocesan Vocations Director
Very few people nowadays get to train and stay with the one profession for a lifetime. Re‐training
programmes are more and more in vogue. Even in well‐established careers, refresher courses, advanced
training, sabbatical leave, etc., are well in evidence right across today’s lifestyle.
Career Change? This happens much more frequently that hitherto. Bus‐drivers train as
paramedics and proceed to become part of the ambulance service. Doctors, teachers, etc., have entered
seminaries and have been ordained as priests. In this diocese, farmer Benny Fitzpatrick, engineer Pat Mc
Hugh, teacher Tom Mc Manus, chef Pat Farrelly, and doctor Noel Boylan, all trained for priesthood and
have served happily to this day as devoted priests here. Their happiness in ministry is clear evidence of
the power of God to “call”, to issue a “vocation” to priesthood regardless of “age”. Nearly every year the
national media, and especially the religious publications carry stories and photos of such men, still single
in middle age or prematurely widowed, very happily ordained to priesthood and diaconate.
“The harvest is great” as Jesus said, “but the labourers are few. Pray
therefore, to the Lord of the harvest, to send labourers into his harvest”. Jesus
repeats that maxim to us too in this generation. Our response has to be one of
“Faith”. People of faith see the effect of godlessness on this generation. People
of faith see God as the creator of the universe… God’s design is observed in
every situation. At faith level the reality of “Evil” is also keenly felt and our
inability to remedy the situation is admitted. We can all observe how
Honesty can easily be replaced by selfish manipulation. Love can drift into
lust. Aggression and violence can easily distort even the most righteous
pursuits. Self‐esteem can easily become pride and snobbery. Financial
stability can easily become greed. The good fortune of some often provokes
jealousy and envy in others. Productiveness can drive lovely people to
become workaholics or else to despondency and idleness. Leisure can
become the obsession of so many in this high powered advertisement
society… and so on and on…
This generation, as people of Faith see it, needs the evidence of God and what God has to offer as a
remedy. For instance, as I sat here typing this up to two minutes ago, the Angelus Bell at noon rang out. I
paused to answer that “Call” – God’s phone, I often refer to it, I reflected as follows: that bell dispels
Godlessness for a few minutes… A new society is there for the asking, if more and more would pause and
say “some” prayer – an Our Father, a Hail Mary, a Glory be… or even the Angelus itself if you know the
text. But (seriously) don’t ignore that “call”, the “vocation” to us all at Noon and at 6pm daily wherever we
are in today’s Ireland!
The very existence of that church bell and the church building itself, with all its benefits especially
the reality of Jesus in residence in the tabernacle, is dependent on the existence of clergy. The invitation
of Jesus rings out still ‐ “Come to Me all your who labour and are overburdened, and I will give you rest”.
But the bell at noon and 6pm can now become your “Call” to pray for existing clergy, and to pray for the
young to consider God’s special “Call” / “Vocation” for some of them . It could also become YOUR call … at
30, 40, 50, on ANY AGE, to offer the remainder of YOUR life to Ordained Ministry? As Director of
Vocations in Kilmore Diocese, I would be very happy to hear from you and discuss a way forward.
Kilmore Diocesan Vocations Director:
Rev. John Cusack, Church Street, Ballinamore, Co. Leitrim
Telephone 00 353 (0)71 9644050 … 00 353 (0)87 240809 …Email: frjcusack32@gmail.com
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ACCORD Marriage Preparation Courses in the Diocese of Kilmore
Getting married soon? ‐ To book your pre‐marriage course, please book online at www.accord.ie or
contact the ACCORD office in Cavan for your Pre‐Marriage Course application form. Book early for your
preferred date to avoid disappointment.
The remaining ACCORD Pre‐Marriage Preparation Courses for 2015 in the Diocese of Kilmore will take
place on 9 and 10 October 2015. There are only a limited number of places available.
Dates for 2016 will be announced in the Autumn.
All courses are the same in content and will take place on a Friday evening (starting at 7:30p.m. and
finishing by 10:00p.m.) and the following Saturday from 10:00a.m. to 5:00p.m. in the Diocesan Pastoral
Centre, Cavan.
ACCORD also offers Marriage and Relationship Counselling to individuals and couples in a strictly
confidential setting.
To arrange to meet a counsellor, please contact Anne or Grainne on 049‐4375004 (extension 101), or
email cavanaccord@eircom.net. Cavan ACCORD is based in the Diocesan Pastoral Centre which was the
old St. Patrick's College building in Cavan.

November Series of Talks
on Bereavement and Loss
During the month of November, there will be a number
of talks on the theme of bereavement and loss in the
Diocesan Pastoral Centre. Everybody is welcome and a
donation of €5 is suggested per night. The talks will
begin at 7:30p.m. each evening and will conclude with
some refreshments. All are welcome.
Wednesday 4 November 2015
Tuesday 10 November 2015

Fr. Brendan McManus SJ, author of Redemption Road – Grieving on the Camino
Mary O’Rourke, former TD and Government Minister

Diocesan Safeguarding Conference 2015
Bishop Leo O’Reilly and safeguarding personnel throughout the Diocese of Kilmore gathered at the
Diocesan Pastoral Centre for the annual Safeguarding Conference on Tuesday 12 May 2015. Personnel
include clergy, parish safeguarding representatives, parish recruitment committees, diocesan
safeguarding committee, advisory panel, pastoral assistants, parish youth officers, permanent deacons,
diocesan advisors, care persons, trainers, Lourdes pilgrimage leaders, coordinator of safeguarding and
designated liaison persons.
The purpose of the conference was threefold –
1. To communicate the church’s safeguarding message.
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2. To give updates regarding policy and procedures and to distribute the 2015 diocesan safeguarding
newsletter.
3. To thank parish and diocesan personnel, over 200 volunteers who give of their time, energy and
talent in safeguarding children, young people and vulnerable adults while they participate in
church activities

Pictured at the 2015 Diocesan Safeguarding Conference:
Brian Ryle, Suzie Duffy, Bishop Leo O’Reilly, Dr. Melissa
Darmody, and Una Allen

Bishop
Leo
informed
the
conference that for the past year
the Northern Ireland dioceses
have worked on developing a
safeguarding vulnerable adult
policy and that the Kilmore
Diocesan Policy is now in place.
The policy provides guidelines for
good practice for all, but especially
for clergy, staff and volunteers
working with vulnerable adults or
vulnerable groups. The aim of the
guidelines is to provide a safe
environment for vulnerable adults
in the context of ministry. They set
out the essential elements of good
practice for keeping vulnerable
adults safe.

Training has taken place in November 2014 and April 2015 to underpin the vulnerable adult’s policy.
Diocesan personnel who have direct contact with vulnerable adults attended the training, which was
delivered by ‘Volunteer Now’, a specialised training agency based in Belfast, which provides training for
keeping children and vulnerable adults safe.
Bishop Leo thanked most sincerely everyone for their continued commitment to best practice in
safeguarding children and vulnerable adults. He commended them for their hard work and urged them
to continue to be vigilant in this very important ministry to children, young people and vulnerable
adults.
Brian Ryle from the HSE Counselling Services spoke about the National Counselling Services offered by the
HSE. He described the model as a free phone access, a self‐referral by telephone and is available free of
charge in all regions of the HSE. It is a professional, confidential, counselling & psychotherapy service
which is available in more than 60 locations nationwide. The counselling and psychotherapy is tailored to
meet the client needs. The counsellors and therapists are highly qualified and experienced in the area of
developmental trauma.
Dr Melissa Darmody, Clinical Director of Towards Healing, informed the conference that Towards
Healing is an independent organisation providing professional support for people who have experienced
institutional, clerical or religious abuse in Ireland. Towards Healing is funded by the Irish Catholic
Bishops’ Conference, the Conference of Religious of Ireland, and by the Irish Missionary Union.
Una Allen, Director of Towards Peace, stated that Towards Peace offers spiritual support for survivors of
abuse by Church personnel. The service is for those whose faith has been damaged by abuse and who
wish to continue their search for meaning and for God. Towards Peace is funded by the Irish Catholic
Bishops’ Conference, the Conference of Religious of Ireland, and by the Irish Missionary Union.
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Novena to Mary, Untier of Knots 2015

This Year’s Theme: “Witnessing by Doing Good”

Monday 28 September to Tuesday 6 October 2015
Cathedral of SS. Patrick & Felim, Cavan
Mass at 7:30p.m. each evening (except Sunday 4 October) with a reflection given
by a guest speaker and Novena Prayers
Sunday 4 October 2015 – Novena Ceremonies at 7:30p.m.
Anointing of the Sick during the 7:30p.m. Mass on Thursday 1 October.

Full Programme of Speakers will be published nearer the time
Confirmed Speakers so far:
Tuesday 29 September: Fr. Peter McVerry S.J.
Thursday 1 October: Marian Carroll
who was cured of multiple sclerosis at the Shrine of Our Lady of Knock
Friday 2 October: Fr. Rafal Siwek, CC Cavan
(Blessing with Relic of Pope St. John Paul II after Mass)

Tuesday 6 October: Fr. Seán McDonagh SSC on “Laudato Si”, Pope Francis’
recent encyclical on the Environment
For more information, please contact the Kilmore Diocesan Pastoral Centre on 049 4375004
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Religious Education Congress 2015
Mater Dei Institute, Clonliffe Road, Dublin 3
17 October 2015

The National Religious Education Congress is organised by a voluntary committee and the Congress,
which is a not‐for‐profit event, depends on sponsorship for its funding. The members of the committee
have in common their passion for excellent Religious Education. The Congress aim is to provide
opportunities for religious educators to come together to find inspiration for their work and avail of the
opportunity for personal renewal and growth.
The theme of this year’s congress is “Engaging the Heart”.
While it is important for students to have a deep knowledge of their faith, it is also important for them to
experience what it means to live with a sense of the spiritual and to be aware of God’s constant love in
their lives. During the congress we will explore various ways in which teachers can engage with students
to awaken in them this sense of the spiritual.
The Keynote Speaker will be Christine Knudsen, author of Engaging the Heart: Spirituality for Teenagers.
Workshop topics will include: Ecology, Pilgrimage, Music, The Spirituality of the Teacher, Bullying,
Justice, IT, Scripture ... and more!
For further information, contact Patricia O'Sullivan, Conference Secretary, Veritas House, 7–8 Lower
Abbey Street, Dublin 1, on 01 878 8177 or by email to patricia.osullivan@veritas.ie

New religious education curriculum for Catholic schools
A new Preschool and Primary Religious Education Curriculum ‐ the first ever written for Ireland ‐ for use
in the 3,349 Catholic primary schools on the island will be in place from next September. The first two
books in the new religious education programme Grow in Love, based on the new curriculum, have been
published and will enable teachers and others involved in religious education at primary level to
implement the vision of the new curriculum. See veritas.ie for more information.

Kilmore Diocesan Youth Pilgrimage
to Lough Derg 2015
Thursday 20 August 2015
9:45a.m. to 4:00p.m.
Please contact your Parish Priest
or Parish Youth Officer to register
For further information, please contact Fr. Enda
on 049 4375004 extension 103
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Date & Time
Friday 14 August 2015
9:30p.m. to 3:00a.m.
Thursday 20 August 2015
9:45a.m. to 4:00p.m.
Tuesday 25 August 2015
8:00p.m.
Sunday 30 August 2015
3:00p.m. to 6:30p.m.
Friday 11 September 2015
9:30p.m. to 3:00a.m.
Saturday 26 September 2015
Monday 28 September to
Tuesday 6 October 2015
7:30p.m. each evening
Wednesday 30 September 2015
11:00a.m. to 3:30p.m,
Friday 9 October 2015
9:30p.m. to 3:00a.m.
Friday 9 – Saturday 10 October
2015

Activity
Night Vigil for the Syro‐Malabar Community
Diocesan Pastoral Centre Chapel
Diocesan Youth Pilgrimage to Lough Derg
National Heritage Week
Guest Lecture by Fr. Liam Kelly
Holy Trinity Priory, Lough Oughter, 1237 to 1600
Medjugorje Afternoon of Prayer
conducted by Fr. Matthew Martinez OP,
Newbridge College, Newbridge, Co. Kildare
Diocesan Pastoral Centre Chapel
Night Vigil for the Syro‐Malabar Community
Diocesan Pastoral Centre Chapel
Listening with the Ear of the Heart – New Ways to Encounter the Divine
with Nóirín Ní Riain
Diocesan Pastoral Centre … Subscription: €50 … Pre‐booking Necessary
Novena to Mary, Untier of Knots
Cathedral of SS. Patrick & Felim, Cavan
Day of Recollection for Priests
with Fr. Bryan Shorthall, OFM Cap., Church Street, Dublin
Diocesan Pastoral Centre
Night Vigil for the Syro‐Malabar Community
Diocesan Pastoral Centre Chapel
Accord Pre Marriage Course

Friday: 7:30p.m ‐ 10:00p.m.
Saturday: 10:00a.m. ‐ 5:00p.m

Sunday 11 October 2015
Tuesday 13 October 2015
Provisional Date t.b.c.
Saturday 17 October 2015
11:00a.m. to 3:00p.m.
Sunday 18 October 2014
2:00p.m. to 6:00p.m.
Tuesday 20 October 2015
Provisional Date t.b.c.
Friday 23 October 2015
7:00p.m.
Saturday 24 October 2015
10:00a.m. to 4:00p.m.
Tuesday 27 October 2015
Provisional Date t.b.c.
Tuesday 3 November 2015
Provisional Date t.b.c.

Run with Catherina Event
through the grounds of the Centre
The Four Gospels – Following in the Footsteps of Jesus – Night 1
with Fr. Maurice Hogan SSC, former Professor of Scripture at Maynooth
Diocesan Pastoral Centre – Subscription: €5
Diocesan Apostolic Work Society Annual Display
Drumlane Room in the Diocesan Pastoral Centre
Diocesan Apostolic Work Society Annual Display
Drumlane Room in the Diocesan Pastoral Centre
The Four Gospels – Following in the Footsteps of Jesus – Night 2
with Fr. Maurice Hogan SSC, former Professor of Scripture at Maynooth
Diocesan Pastoral Centre – Subscription: €5
Family Tree Healing Mass
celebrated by Fr. Oliver Devine (Diocese of Meath)
Diocesan Pastoral Centre Chapel
Ethical & Shared Remembering: Remembering a Decade of Change and
Violence in Ireland 1912‐1922 (Day 1)
Diocesan Pastoral Centre. Pre‐registration required.
The Four Gospels – Following in the Footsteps of Jesus – Night 3
with Fr. Maurice Hogan SSC, former Professor of Scripture at Maynooth
Diocesan Pastoral Centre – Subscription: €5
The Four Gospels – Following in the Footsteps of Jesus – Night 4
with Fr. Maurice Hogan SSC, former Professor of Scripture at Maynooth
Diocesan Pastoral Centre – Subscription: €5
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Wednesday 4 November 2015
7:30p.m.
Tuesday 10 November 2015
7:30p.m.
Friday 13 November 2015
9:30p.m. to 3:00a.m.
Saturday 14 November 2015
10:00a.m. to 4:00p.m.
Wednesday 18 November 2015
5:00p.m.
Friday 27 November 2015
11:00a.m.
Saturday 5 December 2015
10:00a.m. to 4:00p.m.

November Series of Talks on Bereavement and Loss
Guest Speaker: Fr. Brendan McManus SJ, author of Redemption Road –
Grieving on the Camino
Diocesan Pastoral Centre – Subscription: €5
November Series of Talks on Bereavement and Loss
Guest Speaker: Mary O’Rourke, former TD and Government Minister
Diocesan Pastoral Centre – Subscription: €5
Night Vigil for the Syro‐Malabar Community
Diocesan Pastoral Centre Chapel
Ethical & Shared Remembering: Remembering a Decade of Change and
Violence in Ireland 1912‐1922 – (Day 2)
Diocesan Pastoral Centre. Pre‐registration required.
Mass for Deceased Bishops and Priests of the Diocese
Diocesan Pastoral Centre Chapel
Annual Diocesan John Paul II Awards Ceremony
Ethical & Shared Remembering: Remembering a Decade of Change and
Violence in Ireland 1912‐1922 (Day 3)
Diocesan Pastoral Centre. Pre‐registration required.

Please note that the Diocesan Pastoral Centre will be closed all day on
 August Bank Holiday –
Monday 3 August 2015
 October Bank Holiday –
Monday 26 October 2015
OTHER ACTIVITIES IN THE DIOCESAN PASTORAL CENTRE in addition to Accord and other core
diocesan activities:
Alcoholics Anonymous
Every Tuesday:
Every Wednesday:
Every Thursday:

Please ring 01‐8420700 or email gso@alcoholicsanonymous.ie
for further information
WeightWatchers from 11:30a.m. to 1:30p.m.
Cavan Bowls Club from 2:30p.m. to 4:30p.m.
Maryvale Course on the Catechism in Manorhamilton beginning at
7:30p.m. during term time)
Maryvale Course on the Catechism in the Pastoral Centre (Morning
session beginning at 11:00a.m. and Evening session beginning at
7:30p.m. during term time)

Kilmore Diocesan Safeguarding Contacts
The Designated Liaison Persons appointed by the Bishop to receive any complaint of abuse by Church
personnel are



Suzie Duffy, Kilmore Diocesan Pastoral Centre, Cullies, Cavan, Co. Cavan.
Telephone 049 4375004 ‐ extension 105 or email: safeguarding@kilmorediocese.ie
Fr Sean Mawn, Convent Road, Ballinamore, Co.Leitrim.
Telephone 071 9644039
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Centre Contact Directory:

Kilmore Diocesan Pastoral Centre, Cullies, Cavan, H12 E5C7
Telephone Numbers
049 4375004 or 00 353 49 4375004 (if dialling from Northern Ireland)
085 8743223 or 00 353 85 8743223 (if dialling from Northern Ireland)
Website: www.kilmoredpc.ie
Facebook: www.facebook.com/kilmorediocesanpastoralcentre
Twitter: @kilmoredpc
 Accord Administration

Office Hours – Extension 101
Email: cavanaccord@eircom.net

 Caretaker

Pat Smith – via Centre Administration

 Centre Administration

Office Hours
Anne Clarke ‐ Extension 100
Grainne O’Reilly ‐ Extension 101
Email: pastoralcentre@kilmorediocese.ie

 Diocesan Finance Officer

Jennifer O’Reilly – Extension 107
Monday – Friday: 9:00a.m. to 5:00p.m.
Email: accounts@kilmorediocese.ie

 Director of Diocesan Pastoral Centre: Seán Coll – Extension 102
Direct Email: seancoll001@gmail.com
 Director of Pastoral Services including Youth Ministry:
Fr. Enda Murphy – Extension 103
Direct Email: endaemurphy@gmail.com
 Education Office:

Nancy Sheils – Extension 104
Mondays/Tuesdays/Fridays: 10:30a.m. ‐ 1:30p.m.
Email: nsheils@eircom.net

 Marriage Tribunal Office:

Sr. Elizabeth Fee – Extension 106
Wednesdays – 9:30a.m. to 1:00p.m.
‐ 1:30p.m. to 4:30p.m.
Email: tribunal@kilmorediocese.ie

 Safeguarding Children &
Vulnerable Adults

Coordinator: Suzie Duffy – Extension 105
Email: safeguarding@kilmorediocese.ie

Pastoral Centre Opening Hours …
Office Hours:

Monday to Friday

Centre Hours for Meetings and Events:
Monday to Friday
Saturday & Sunday

– 9:00a.m. to 4:00p.m.
– 8:30a.m. to 10:30p.m.
– by arrangement
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